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this WoRK, 


The Gentlemen, Merchants, 
Manufacturers, and Others, 
of the Town of n 
and elſewhere. 


Crna, 


\HE utility of hiſtory to men 
of all ranks and profeſſions, 


is a truth univerſally ac- 
knowledged and AY con- 

firmed. | 
It would 8 be impertinent 
here to enumerate all the advan- 
tage, pleaſure and ſatisfaction ariſ- 
ing therefrom : and as few are ſo 
averſe to the acquiſition of know- 
ledge as not to be acquainted there- 

' E 6 with ; 
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with; more eſpecially with thoſe 
things relating to that part of the 
country wherein Providence has been 


pleaſed to aſſign their lot: and though 
the primary intention of this Tract 
was chiefly intended to ſet forth in 
a clearer light than hitherto, perhaps, 


hath been done, the many diſtreſſes 


and diſaſters which convulſed and 
deſolated Bx ADO RD, and its neigh- 
bouring towns and villages, in the 
time of the civil war; yet we hope it | 
may not be thought impertinent or 
unneceſſary, but rather entertaining 


and inſtructive to the curious reader, 


if we, in this part of our work, at- 
tempt to inſert a few intereſting 
and curious obſervations pertinent 
thereto, collected from the antient 


records belonging to ſeveral reſpec- | 


table perſons in this neighbourhood; 
they may not only ſerve to con- 


fute ſome received opinions, but 


may alſo ſtrengthen and confirm 
many doubtful truths. And firſt 
of the church: 

„ 5 Pre- 


[$3 

Previous to the preſent church 
of Bradford, it appears from un- 
doubted authority, there was a 
more antient church erected in or 
about the year 1268; upon what 
ſpot of ground it was fituated is 
ſomewhat doubtful, ſome ſay on 
that part of the town called Turles; 
to confirm their opinion, a ſtone 


may be ſeen, ſaid to come from 


that building, whereon is cut, in 
the moſt legible manner, the above 
figures: Others affirm, that it ſtood 
in that part of the town where the 
Market-place now is; but with 
greater probability may we ſuppoſe 
it ſtood on or near the ſame ground 


where the preſent church now 


{tands, and was called The Church 
in the Wood, perhaps, becauſe in. 
thoſe days that part of the town 
was very woody. That there was 


a church in Bradford at that time 
15 beyond diſpute, ſeeing the names 
of two of the rectors of that church 

A 3 n 


have 


„ " 
have been preſerved ypon record, 
namely, 


| Robertus de Walkington, Rat rector 
Ecclefie de Bradford, tempore regis 
Edward: tertii, et immediate poſt 
ipſum Wilelmus de Merfeld, rector 
22 Eccleſiæ. 

In Ex GL Is H thus: 

Robert de Walkington, was rector 
of the church of Bradford, in the 
reign of Edward the third, and 
immediately after him William 


de Merfield, was Rector of the | 
ſame church. _ 


This church was an antient rec- 
tory belonging to the patronage of 
the Lacy's, Barons of Pontefract, and 
Earls of Lincoln; they preſented the 
rector, and he for a long time pre- 
ſented the vicar to the church with 
conſent of the patron, till the reign 
of Edward the third. This church 
was given to the new founded col- 
lege of St. Mary's, of Leiceſter, by 
Henry, Duke of Lancaſter, and in 


the 
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the year 1416, it was by Henry 
Bowett, Archbiſhop, appropriate 
to the Dean and Canons of the 


ſatme, reſerving to himſelf and ſuc- 


ceflors, a penſion of 20s. per ann. 
and to the Dean and Chapter 6s. 8d. 
to be paid by the faid college; as 
alſo 20s. pet ann. to be diſtributed 
to the poor of the pafiſn, the vicar 
to have the fame mainteflance the 
former vicar uſed to have. ; 
The preſent church, called St. 
Peter's, was erected in the teign of 


King Henry the fixth, and Was 


finiſlied about the 36th year of the 


reign of that king. The ſtzepte 


was built in the reign of King 
Henry the ſeventh, and was fifteeti 
years in building, being finiſhed 
about the twenty⸗third year of his 
reign, The advowfon of this vi- 


catage was, with that of Calberley, 


granted by Queen Mary to the 
Archbiſhop of York, but they Had 


no benefit by the grant, the crown 
and others preſenting after that. 


A 4. The 
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The advowſon is now in the heirs 
of the Lady Maynard, of Eſſex. 
The total ſum of the tythes of 
Bradford is about 590 l. per annum. 

A lecture was founded, and en- 
dowed with forty pounds a year for 
ever, by Peter Sunderland, Eſq; for- 
merly of Fairweather-Green. 

The ſchool of Bradford, where- 
in originally was taught Engliſh 
only; a charter was obtained in the 
fourteenth year of King Charles the 
ſecond, for a free grammar ſchool. 
We ſhall now proceed to take 
notice of the ancient and annual 
cuſtom of blowing the horn and 
holding a dog on St. Martin's-Day 
in the enen whereof the com- 
mon received opinion of this pro- 
ceeding is, that a ravenous wild boar, 
fa moſt enormous fize, haunted a 


certain place called the C/if-Wood, 


nd at times very much infeſted the 


own and the neighbouring inhabi- 
- tants thereof; ſo that a reward was 
offered by the Government to any 

perſon 


1 


perſon or perſons, who would bring 
the head of this boar; which much 
excited ſome to attempt it. Now the 
ſtory runs thus; that this boar fre- 
quented a certain well in the afore- 
ſaid wood to drink, which to this 
day is called the boar's-well ; that 
he was watched by a certain perſon 
who ſhot him dead there, took his 
tongue out of his head, and immedi- 
atcly repaired to court to claim the 
promiſed reward. 

Preſently after his departure from 
the well, another perſon came thi- 
ther upon the ſame intention; and 
finding the beaſt dead, without any 
further examination, cuts off his 
head, and away he haſtes towards. 
the ſame place, and in ex pectaticu 
of the reward as the former, and 
there arrives before him: Being in- 
trod uced into his Majeſty's pre.ence, 
the head was examined, but was 
found without a tongue, concern- 
ing which the man being intercogut- 
ed could give no ſatisfa&tory ac - 
count, Ag V Ruſt. 


| ( IO * | 
Whilſt this was held in ſuſpence, 
the other man was introduced with 
the tongue, claimed the promiſed 
reward, and unfolded the riddle, by 


| . informing his Majeſty, how, and by 


what means he killed the beaſt ; 

and thus received the following 
grant; namely, a certain piece or 
portion of land lying at Great-Hor- 
ton, known by the name of Hunt- 
Yard, and for the tenure of which 
he, and his heirs for ever, ſhould 
annually attend in the market-place 
at Bradford on St. Martin's-Day 
in the forenoon, and there, by the 
name of the heir of Raſhforth, hold 
a dog of the hunting kind, whilſt 
three blaſts were blown on a Gel- 
der's horn; and theſe words follow- 
ing expreſſed aloud, 


Come, heir of Ruſhforth, come hold me 
my dog, whilſt I blow three blaſts of 


my horn to pay my Martinmas rent 
withal. 


This relation, with the ly 


We 


Cm? 
of people, hath gained credit for 
a ſeries of years paſt; and tho' it 
may in many reſpects have great 
appearance of truth in it; yet after 
much time ſpent in ſearching and 
reſearching, if perhaps we might 
come to a more certain and ſubſtan- 
tial account thereof, at length have 
obtained a more perfect and authen- 
tic relation of the blowing of the 
horn aforeſaid, which we will now 
proceed to relate, and ſubmit it to the 
ſagacity of the candid reader to which 
of the two the preference is due. 

'Tis a truth beyond all doubt 
that this part of the country was 
chiefly covered with wood, and con- 
ſequently very thin of inhabitants; 
that it was much infeſted with wild 
beaſts, as boars, wolves, &c. but 
more ſo with thieves and robbers, 
inſomuch that it was with the 
greateſt danger for travellers to paſs 
and repafs on their journeys; for 
they robbed all that fell into their 
hands: Now, John of Gaunt, Duke 

| of 
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of Lancaſter, coming annually this 
way out of Lancaſhire to Pontęract- 
Cafile to receive his rents and ſervi- 
ces, he, or his Bailiff, at one time 
was ſet upon and robbed; to pre- 
vent the like diſaſter for the future, 
he gave the following grant: 


Manningham prope Brudſord. o- 
hannes Gaunt, Dux Lancaſtriæ, 
dedit et conceſſit Fobanni Narthrop 
tria meſſuagia et ſex bovatas terre. 

asc. ſufficientem communem eiſdem per- 
tinentem cum ſuis pertinentibus te- 
nendum ſibi, et beredibus in perpe- 
taum, redentibus videlicit annuatin 

fibi et heredibus ſuis venientibus ad 

opidum de Bradford, unum flatum 
cornu ad ſeſtum Sancti Martini in 
hieme, et attendentibus ſuper ipſum 
& heredes ſuos venientes ad Bradford 

a Blackburnſhire, cum una lancea & 
cane venatico, per ſpacium triginta 
dierttm, habentibus Yeomans board, 
denarium pro ſeipſo et obilum pro ca- 
ne per diem, & eundem cum receptu- 

rus ad ducendum enm va Ballicum 


funn 


1 

fjuum ſaluvuim ad Caſtruin de Ponte- 
Jract cumanucis ſuis, cum inde roga- 
tus fuerit temp. Edward! tertn, 
data abud Lancaſeer. 


In ENGLISH thus: 


Manningham near Bradford. John 
Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, giveth 
and granteth to 2000 Northrop, 
three meliuages and {ix oxgangs 
of land with a ſufficient common- 
ing belonging the fame, with their 
appurtenances, to hold to him and 
his heirs for ever, rendering annu— 
ally to him and his heirs, coming 
to Bradford, one blaſt with his horn 
upon St. Martin's-Day in winter, 
and attending upon him and his 
heirs coming to Bradford from 
Blackburnſhire, with a lance and 
a hunting dog, for the ſpace of 
thirty days, having Yeoman's 
board, a penny for himſelf and a 
halfpenny for his dog each day, 
and the ſame having received, to 
conduct him or his Bailiff to the 


Caſtle | 


„ 
Caſtle of Pontęfract, with his 
friends, whenever the ſame ſhall be 
required: Given at Lancaſter in 


the reign of Edward the third. 
Thus much for the blowing of the horn. 


This town has alſo been remar ka- 
ble for a market held weekly for 
 woollen cloths, in and about that 
part of the town called the Lees; 
the cloth being reſerved from one 
market-day to another in cellars pre- 
pared folely for that uſe. Great 
part of this cloth was manufactured 
in and about the town; for if cre- 
dit may be given to tradition, Brad- 
ford has been a much larger place 
than it even is at preſent, and 
extended weſt a conſiderable diſ- 
tance; be it ſo or not, beyond all 
diſpute the manufacturing of wool- 
len goods has been for ages paſt the 
chief branch of buſineſs in this 
town end its vicinity. 

But at this time (namely, in theſe 
civil commotions) the town and its 

neigh- 


„ 
neighbouring villages, and conſe- 
quent] y its trade, ſuffered very fore; 
for its inhabitants, together with 
thoſe of Halifax, Bingley, and others, 
intereſted themſelves very much in 
the parliament's favour, and by their 
uncommon zeal and activity in that 
cauſe, drew many of the King's for- 
ces into theſe parts, to the great 
diſadvantage to the trade and com- 
merce of this country in general. 
Moreover, in or about theyear 1665, 
in the reign of king Charles the 
tlecond, a moſt deſtructive plague 
broke out in London, the infection of 
which unhappily was conveyed hi- 
ther (ſome ſay) in a bundle of old 
cloaths ſent from thence, as the 
perſon who firſt opened them imme- 
diately took the infection; how- 
ever it was, the diſorder ſpread in 
the moſt rapid manner imaginable; 
ſo that numbers were ſwept off in 
alittle time. In order to take every 
means poftible to put a ſtop to this 
peſtilential diftemper, fo ſoon as 
ö any 


( 0] 
any perſon was perceived to take the 
infection, he or the was immediately 
removed to a certain place called the 
Clif-Barn, about a mile from the 
town, where ſuch as had had the 
diſorder and recovered, waited upon 
_ thoſe who were infected; proviſions, 
with Other neceſſaries ſuitable for 
ſuch, were carried to a certain place 
at ſome diſtance from where the 
ſick lay, and there left for the 
whole to fetch at their leiſure; 
ſuch as died there were buried 
in the wood adjacent, where ſeveral 
grave-ftones have appeared within 
theſe few years, which in part were 
legible, and in a meaſure ſerve to 
authenticate the above relation. 
Theſe diſaſters following each o- 
ther, ſo waſted and depopulated the 
town, that this branch of the wool- 
len manufactory by degrees became 
of little moment, till at length the 
market for theſe goods entirely 
ceaſed and became void: So that for 
many 28 paſt, the — 
ot 
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of worited ſtuffs, ſuch as calli- 
mancos, &c. which 1s arrived to 
great perfection, is now become 
the chief ſtaple trade within the 
town and its neighbouring villages. 
For the ſale of ſuch goods there was 
erected in the year 1773, by the 
ſubſcription of the Gentlemen, 
Merchants, Wool-ſtaplers, Manu- 
facturers, and others in the town 


and neighbourhood, a very elegant 


and commodious Hall, about firty 
yards in length and eleven broad, 
the lower room of which 1s divi- 
ded equally into two, by a brick- 
wall running from end to end of 
the ſaid building; againſt this wall, 
in theſe apartments, are fixt about 
100 cloſets, in a very commodious 
manner, with a ſnew- board to every 
ſuch cloſet to ſhew the goods upon; 
theſe cloſets are the property of 
ſuch Manufacturers as at firſt fub- 
ſcribed, with power to transfer; in 
theſe cloſets are repoſited goods 
from one market-day to another. 
5 The 


(#1 
The upper room is alſo cloſeted, 
but upon a differetit plan ; theſe are 
occupied by ſuch as did not fub- 
ſcribe, paying a certain rent yearly 
tor the uſe of them. Hither are 
brought great numbers of pieces 
of different kinds, beſides worſted 
tops and grofs yarn, which are ex- 
poſed to ſale every market day, 
which is on Thurſday, preciſely at 
the hour of ten in the morning, 
announced by the ringing of a bell 
hung in a cupola for that purpoſe. 
It holds till half paſt eleven, when 
the ſaid bell gives notice for the 
immediate breaking up: And like- 
wiſe at the hour of two in the 
afternoon of the fame day, the bell 
again is rung for the opening of a 
market for the ſale of worſted tops 
and groſs yarn, and holds till half 
paſt three; when in like manner as 
before the market is rung off 
And thus with mutual ſatisfaction 
and advantage, the Metchant and 
the induſtrious Manufacturer meet 
with 


" Þ IF 
with ſuitable accommodation 1n 
each other; the one in buying, the 
other in ſelling ſuch goods as are 
wanted. ns 

'Tis wonderful to beHold to what 
perfection this moft uſeful branch 
of buſineſs is arrived to within the 
compaſs of a very few yeats; com- 
paratively ſpeaking, in this part of 
Yorkfhire ; bat eſpecially in and a- 
bout Bradford. How amazingly 
great 1s the goodneſs of God to- 
wards us; who from one period to 
another is raiſing up a ſet of men, 
endowing them with powers and 
faculties ſuitable to the employ- 
ment they are ſet apart for; {ſtirring 
them up even with emulation; 
bleſſing their endeavours, not only 
with a ſufficient competency, but 
many with great abundance; to the 
mutual welfare and happineſs of 
thouſands of their fellow- creatures, 
who are conſtantly employed by 
them: For trade and commerce 
is the bank of plenty; not only to 
"= us, 
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us, but to every part of the globe; 
by this our wants are ſupplied from 
the moſt diſtant countries; where 
trade and commerce flouriſh, the 

induſtrious poor add grandeur to 
the State; the Merchants live like 
Noblemen, and provide the ſinews of 
war againſt the moſt daring attacks 
of the enemy. Tis well obſerved, 
the number of hands employed in 
the woollen manufactory in gene- 
ral, nouriſh and ſupport almoſt e- 
very individual in England; furniſh 
and adorn every cottage in the 
Nation; hence it is evident, tbat 
King and Subject, rich and poor, 
have a mutual dependence on each 
other for the demands of life. 

Come we laſtly to ſpeak a little of 
the utility of the Canal in general, 
but more in particular of that branch 
brought up to the town, and now 
almoſt complete. The benefits and 

advantages which muſt of conſe- 
quence flow from thence, beyond 
all doubt will be ſo numerous and 


per- 
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permanent, that they are not in my 
power to deſcribe. 
Who amongſt us at this day, 
even thoſe of the moſt profound 
penetration, would have believed, 
had they been told but a few years 
ago, that they ſhould live to ſee 
ſo wonderful, delightful, and uſeful 
a vehicle as a boat, riding upon the 
Waves, ſpreading her ſails to the 
wind, and waving her pendants in 
the air, in that field ſo many years 
known by the name of the Hall- 
Garth; I ſay, who would have be- 
| lieved it? 

Few (perhaps very few) but what 
would have treated the relation 
with ſcorn and contempt ; nay, 


many, even ſince the grand under- 


taking was begun, have thought it 
impoſſible to bring it to any tolera- 
| ble degree of perfection; but from 
a conſideration of the difficulties 

already ſurmounted, which are ma- 
ny and ſurprizing, it admits not of 
the leaſt doubt or heſitation to con- 
en that every other obſtacle will 


(in 
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(in a few years) be removed and the 
work happily cancluded, to the 
ſatisfaction, not only af the Artificer 


and Proprietor, but of every real 


lover of his country. 
If we look into the hiſtory of 


thoſe countries where Canals have 
for a. ſeries of years been in uſe, we 


ſhall perceive in every page, the 
preſent glory of fuch people has had 
its ſource from that expedient. 
Canals will be a great and perma- 
nent benefit to agriculture and com- 
merce; and ſerve to make the na- 
tion rich and populous. 
Shall we not praiſe the Promoters 


and Encouragers of ſuch a laudable 
undertaking as this; admire and 


applaud their indefatigable aſſiduity 
in ſo arduous a taſk ; ſuch (beyond 


a doubt) are as inſtruments in the 
hands of the Almighty for the good 


of the nation in general, and for 
this town and its neighbourhood in 

particular. 
Bradford may vie with its neigh- 
bouring 


493 
bouring towns for ingenuity and 
improvement, proportionable to its 
trade and commerce, as every Art 
and every Science here grow to a 
degree of perfection. 
Let us then not only aſſert our 
juſt equality where it is due, but 
JC go on to excel in every 
new and praiſe-worthy undertak- 
ing; let every individual exert him- 


ſelf to the utmoſt, in that brancn of : 


trade, commerce, or occupation 
wherein he is fixed by Providence, 
to render himſelf uſeful and. advan- 
tageous to his fellow mortals. 


Bradford then will ſtand with 


the foremoſt in the liſt of its neigh- 
bouring towns, in fame and reputa- 


tion; and be deſervedly eſteemed 


for its ſituation and agreeableneſs in 


every reſpect to any ſuch perhaps 
in the kingdom. 


Upon the whole, it will appear 
by the cleareſt reaſon, that the exe- 
cution and advantage of this Canal, 
together with the utility of the 


PIECE- 


F 


— — —_ 


— Be — 


3 — — . os, — 
— .du“,!ò”in 8 ” = 


Proprietors, but alſo to the Mer- 


| That it may be ſo in every reſpect 


=—_ 
PiECE-HALL, will (under the Di 
vine bleſſing) prove a great and per- 
manent benefit, not only to the 


chant, Manufacturer, Farmer, and 
every individual in the town and 
county: 

whatſoever, 7s the fincere wiſh of, | 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And humble Servant, 
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The Editor. l 


BRADFORD, 
March 16, 1776. 
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GENERAL FAIRF AX: 
n 18 CONTAINED 


An Account of all his Sieges and 
Battles in the North of England. 


\ 


mercies and deliverances, and not 

to deprive myſelf of the comfort 

of their remembrance, I ſhall ſet down, 
as they come into my mind, thoſe things 
wherein I have found the wonderful * 
ſiſtance of God to me in the time of war 
in the north; though not in that metho- 
dical and poliſhed manner as might have 
deen done, being intended only for my 
on 


T Gratitude to God for his many 


26 MEMOIRS OF : 
own ſatisfaction, and help of my me- 
mory. _ 1 
My father was called forth by the : 
importunity of his country to join with 
them in their own defence, which was 
confirmed by a commiſſion from the 
parliament. £ 
The firſt action we had was at t Brad- . 
ford; but of this more hereafter. [4 
A few days after this, Captain Hotbam |: 
with three troops of horſe, and ſome}: 
' Dragoons, came to us: Then we march- 
ed to Leeds; but the enemy having 
notice of it, quitted the town, and in 
haſte fled to Vork. [ 
We advanced to Tadcaſter, eight miles 1 
from York, that we might have more 
| room, and be leſs burthenſome to our 
friends; and being increaſed to one] 
= thouſand men, it was thought fit that. 
| we ſhould keep the paſs at Wetherby, 
for the ſecuring of the Weſt-Riding, ot 
| the greateſt part of it, from whence oui 
| chief ſupplies came. 4 
| was ſent to Wetherby with three 
| hundred foot, and forty horſe ; the ene. 
I my's next deſign from York, was tes 
fall upon my quarters there, being # 
place very open, and eaſy for them td 
aflaulcy 


A OH T——_—Y 


— —Ä—ũ — 


1 
995 


GENERAL FAIRFAX. 27 


aſſault, there being ſo many back-ways, 
and friends enough to direct them, and 


ive them intelligence. 

About ſix o'clock one morning they 
fel upon us with eight hundred horſe 
and foot, the woods thereabout favour- 
ing them ſo much, that our ſcouts had 
no notice of them, and no alarm was 
given till they were ready to enter the 
town: Which they might eaſily do, the 
guards being all aſleep in houſes; for 
in the beginning of the war, men were 
as impatient of duty, as they were igno- 
rant of it. 

I myſelf was only on horſe-back, and 
going out of the other end of the town 
to Tadcaſter, where my father lay, when 
one came running after me, and told 
me the enemy was entering the town; 
I preſently galloped to the court of 
guard, where I found not above four 
men at their arms, as 1 remember, two 


ſerjeants, and two pikemen, who ſtood 
I with me when Sir Thomas Glenham, with 
about ſix or ſeven commanders more, 
charged us; and after a ſhort, but ſharp 
encounter, they retired, in which one 
Major Carr was ſlain; and by this time 
more of the guards were got to their 


2 arms. 
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arms. I muſt confeſs I knew no ſtrength | | 
but the powerful hand of God that gave 


them this repulſe. 
After this they made another attempt, 


O 


this conflict, our magazine was blown 
up. This ſtruck ſuch a terror into the 
enemy, believing we had cannon, which 
they were before informed we had not, 
that they inſtantly retreated; and though |- 
I had but a few horſe, we purſued the a 
enemy ſome miles, and took many pri- 
ſoners: We loſt about eight or ten men. 
whereof ſeven were blown up with 


powder; the enemy loſt many more. 


At this time the Earl of Cumberland 
commanded the forces in Yorkſhire for |. 
the King; he being of a peaceable na- 
ture, and affable diſpoſition, had but 
few enemies; or rather, becauſe. he was 
an enemy to few, he did not ſuit their}? 
preſent condition. Their apprehenſions 
and fears cauſed them to ſend to the 
Earl of Newcaſtle, who had an army of 


{ix thouſand men, to deſire his aſſiſtance, 


whereof he aſſured them by a ſpeedy | 
march to York. F 


in which Captain Atkinſon (on our part) 
was ſlain: And here again there fell out 
another remarkable providence, during 


Being | 
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Being now encouraged by this increaſe 
of force, they reſolved to fall upon 
Tadcaſter. My father drew all his 
men thither ; but, in a council of war, 
the town was judged untenable, and 
that we ſhould draw out to an advan- 
tageous piece of ground, by the town; 
but before we could all march out, the 
enemy advanced ſo faſt, that we were 
neceſſitated to leave ſome foot in a ſlight 
work above the bridge, to ſecure our 
retreat, but the enemy preſſing on us, 
forced us to draw back, to maintain that 

round. | 5 ; 

We had about nine hundred men, 
the enemy above four thouſand, who in 
brigades drew up cloſe to the works 
and ſtormed us. Our men reſerved 
their ſhot, till they came near, which 
they did then diſpoſe of to ſo good pur- 
poſe, that the enemy was forced to re- 
tire, and ſhelter themſelves behind hed- 
ges. And here did the firſt fight con- 
tinue from eleven o'clock at noon, till 
five at night, with cannon and muſquet, 
without intermiſſion, — 

They had once poſſeſſed a houſe by 
the bridge, which would have cut us 
from our reſerves that were in the town, 

B 3 7. 
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4 Major General Gifford, with a com- 
manded party, beat them out again, 
where many of the enemy were flain, 
and taken priſoners. They attempted | | 
at another place, but were repulſed by | 
Captain Liſter, who was there ſlain; a a 
great loſs, being a diſcreet gentleman. | 

By this time it grew dark, and the 
enemy drew off into the fields hard by, 
with intention to aſſault us again the I 
next day. 

They left that night above two hun- 
dred dead and wounded upon the place. 
But our ammunition being all ſpent in 

this day's fight, we drew off that night, |. 
and marched to Selby, and the enemy |. 
entered the next morning into the town. |. 
Thus by the mercy of God were a few | 
delivered from an Army, who in their 
thoughts had ſwallowed us up. 4 
The Earl of Newcaftle now lay betwixt | | 


us and our friends in the Weſt- Riding; 1 


but to aſſiſt and encourage them I was |: 


ſent with about three hundred foot, 


three troops of horſe, and ſome arms to [ 


Bradford : I was to go by Ferry-bridge, 1 


our intelligence being that the enemy 
was advanced no further than Sher- ] 
burne; bur when I was within a mile of |? 

the fl 
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the town, we took ſome priſoners who 
told us, my Lord of Newcaſtle lay at 
Pontefract, eight hundred men in Fe erry- 
bridge, and the reſt of the army in all 
the towns thereabout : So that our ad- 
vance or retreat ſeemed alike difficult. 
Little time being allowed us to conſider, 
we reſolved to retreat to Selby: Three 
or four hundred horſe of the enemy 
ſnewed themſelves in the rear, without 
making any attempt upon us, ſo that, 
by the goodneſs of God, we got ſafe to 
Selby. 

Three days after this, upon better 
intelligence how the enemy lay, with 
the ſame number as before, I marched 
in the night by ſeveral towns where they 


1 lay, and came the next day to Bradford, 


a town very untenable, but for their 
good affection to us, deſerving all we 


could hazard for them. 


Our firſt work then was to fortify « our- 
ſelves, for we could not but expect an 
aſſault. There lay at Leeds fifteen 
hundred of the enemy, and: twelve hun- 


| dred at Wakefield, neither place above 


fix or ſeven miles diſtant from us. They 
viſited us every day with their horſe, 
ours not going far from the town, be- 
34 ing 
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ing very unequal in number; yet the 


enemy ſeldom returned without loſs, till 


at laſt our few men grew ſo bold, and 


theirs ſo diſheartened, that they durſt 


not ſtir a mile from their garriſons. 
Whilſt theſe daily ſkirmiſhes were 
among the horſe, I thought it neceſſary 


to ſtrengthen ourſelves with more foot ; 


I ſummoned the country, who had by 


this time more liberty to come to us. 


I preſently armed them with thoſe arms 


wie brought along with us; ſo that in all 


we were about eight hundred foot. 
Being too many to lie idle, and too 


few to be upon conſtant duty, we reſolv- 


ed, through the aſſiſtance of God, to at- 


tempt them in their garriſons. 


On Monday, being the 23d of Janu- 
ary, 1643, I marched from Bradford 
with fix troops of horſe and three com- 


panies of dragoons, under the command 


of Sir Henry Fowles, my Commiſſary, 
or Lieutenant General of horſe; and 
near 1000 muſketeers and 2000 club- 
men, under the command of Sir Willi— 
am Fairfax, Colonel, and Lieutenant 


General of the foot, one company of 
theſe alſo — dragoons, under Capt. 


Mildmay, 
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Mildmay, about 30 muſketeers and 
1000 club-men marched on the ſouth- 


ſide toward Wakefield, the reſt on the 


* north-fide toward Woodhouſe- moor. 


On the weſt-ſide we commended the 
cauſe to God by prayer: I diſpatched 
a trumpeter to Sir William Saville, 


Commander in Chief, at Leeds, under 
the Earl of Newcaſtle, requiring, in 
writing, the town to be delivered to me 


for the King and Parliament, to which 
Sir William diſdainfully anſwered im- 
mediately, and faid, he uſed not to give 

an{wer. to ſuch frivelous demands, and 


that he wondered Sir Thomas would be 
7 ſo uncivil as to come ſo near the town 


before he had acquainted him with it; 
and that there might be more virtue in 
his actions than in that paper ſent him: 
So. confident he ſeemed to be, with the 
ſtrength he had in. the town, he could. 
well enough keep it, wherein were a- 


bout 2000 men, namely 1500 foot and. 
500 troops of horſe and dragoons, and 


two pieces of cannon: This ſummons 
being thus refuſed, we approached near- 


er the ſouth-weſt-ſide of the town with; 


our forces, and being within view there-- 


: of, with our banners up (being 


5 about 
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| about 36 colours) I ſent another trum 


peter to Sir William Saville, who ſhortly 
after, by a trumpeter, aſſured us that 
we ſhould get nothing but by fight, 


whereupon we prepared for an aſſault, 


and inſtantly drew out of out companies 
five colours of our moſt expert ſoldiers, 


and appointed them to march down with 
Captain Forbes, Captain Briggs, Lee, 


Frank, and Palmer, with his dra- 
goons on foot, toward the water along 
the trenches, near to, and above which 
about 100 muſketeers were drawn out 
of the town on a hill, and about one 
o'clock in the afternoon, they gave fire 
from the inſide of their works upon our 
muſketeers, who approaching nearer, 


ſhrouded themſelves under a hill and 
let fly at the ſaid centry, with no loſs at 


all on either ſide, they within the trenches 


ſhooting too high, and the other at the 


trenches, and thus the fight began be- 


tween them moſt fiercely: Now we 


having the word, which was, Emanuel; 


and every commander in their ſeveral c 
ſtations gave charges and commands, 
and riding from place to place encou- |} 


raged their men to fall. on reſolutely; 


who _—_ mightily emboldened y 1 
their 
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their valiant leaders, performed the ſame 


with admirable courage; and although 


molt of them were' but unexperienced 
freſh-water men, taken up about Brad- 
ford and Halifax, bur upon the Satur- 
day before, yet they came on molt reſo- 
jutely and valiantly, eſpecially the muſ- 
keteers under Sir William Fairfax, Com- 
mander of the foot, who moſt courage- 
ouſly, at the head of his regiment, and 
in the face of the enemy, ſtormed the 
town moſt furiouſly, whereupon began 


very hot ſerviee; Captain Forbes: alfo 


behaving himſelf moſt valiantly about 
the enemy's trenches and out-works, 


from whence they played very ſharply 
againſt our men, but were as hotly an- 


ſwered by us with admirable courage 
and fearleſs reſolution, under the con- 
duct of this noble Captain; inſomuch 
that notwithſtanding the enemy's utmoſt 
endeavours to oppoſe us, together with 
the aſſiſtance of their cannon Which were 
often diſcharged upon our men, yet they 


ſoon killed their cannoniers, and after 
a furious fight of two hours, our men 
moſt bravely beat them quite from their 


works; when bullets flew about our 
men's ears as thick as hail, yer myſelf, 
3 1 
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Sir William Fairfax, and -Sir Henry 
Fowles on one lide, and the reſolute 
Captain Forbes with his brave compa- 
ny on the other ſide, made way into the 
town moſt turiouſly (word in hand, and 
violent foree of arms, being cloſely fol- 
lowed; by the dauntleſs club-men, and 
fo with much difficulty got poſſeſſion 
- thereof within the ſpace of two hours, 
wherein were found two 'braſs cannon 
and good ftore of arms and ammuni- 
tion, which we preſently ſeized; we 
took alſo four colours, and 500 priſo- 
ners, among whom were ſix comman- 
ders, moſt of the reſt were common 
ſoldiers, who upon taking an oath never 
dc fight in this. cauſe, againſt the King 
h and Parliament, were ſet at liberty and 
| ſuffered to depart, but unarmed. There 
| were not above forty ſlain, whereof ten 
ll or twelve at the moſt on our fide, the reſt 
i on theirs: Serjeant Major Beaumont, 
N in his flight, endeavouring to croſs the 
i river to ſave his life, loſt it by being drown- | 
i ed therein; and Sir - William Saville, 

( their General, in his flight, alſo croſſing 
j the ſame river hardly eſcaped the ſame | 
fate. Thus, by the Lord's mighty and | 
1 "moſt merciful aſſiſtance, we obtained a 


great ; 
; 
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great and glorious victory, which may 


lo appear conſidęring the town was ſo 
ſtrongly fortified with out- Works, and ſo 


well manned within, as was before men- 
tioned; which alſo did ſtrike ſuch terror 


into che Earl of Newcaſtle's army, 
that the ſeveral garriſons of Wakefield, 
Sherbourn, and Pontefract, fled all away 
preſently before any aſſaulted them, ſome 
few only excepted that ſtzyed at Ponte- 


frat caſtle to keep 1t. 


The conſequence of this action was 
yet of more importance; for.thoſe who 
fled from Leeds to Wakefield, and quit- 
ting that garriſon alſo, gave my Lord of 
Newcaſtle ſuch an alarm at Pontefract, 
that he drew all his army again to York, 
leaving once more a free intercourſe, 
which he had ſo long time cut off, be- 


twixt my father and us. 


After a ſhort time the Earl of New- 


1 caſtle return'd. again to the ſame quar- 
ters, and we to our, ſtricter duties. 


But 


we quickly found our men muſt have 
more room, or more action. 

Captain Hotham and 1 took a refo- 
lution early one morning (from Selby) 
to beat up a quarter of the enemies that 
lay at Fenton; they being gone, we 


"marched. 
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marched to Sherburne, intending there 
only to give them an alarm; but they 
might fee us a mile or more, over a 
plain Common, which lay by the town, 
and they ſent twenty or thirty horſe, 
to guard a paſs near the town; I had 
the van; for at this time we command. 
ed our troops diſtin one from another, 
both making five troops of horſe, and 
two of dragoons. I told Captain Ho- 
tham, that if he would ſecond me, 1 
would charge thoſe horſe, and if they 
fled, I would purſue them ſo cloſe as 
to get into the town with them: He 
promiſed to ſecond me; I went to the 
head of my troops, and preſently 
charged them, they fled, and we pur- | 
ſued cloſe to the barricado, but they |: 
got in, and ſhut it upon us: Here my 
horſe was ſhot in at the breaſt: We ſo 
fill'd the lane, being ſtrait, that we 
could not retreat without confuſion, and 3 
danger of their falling in our rear, fo | 
ve ſtood to it, and ſtormed the works 
with piſtol and ſword: At the end of 
the barricado, there was a narrow paſ- |} 
fage for a ſingle horſe to go in; I entred 

— ochers fo ollowing me, one by one; 
and cloſe at one. fide of the entrance | 
ſtood Þ 


— 
4 
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ſtood a troop of horſe of the enemy: 
So ſoon as eight or ten of us were got 
in, we charged them, and they fled: 
by this time the reſt of our men had 


beat them ftom their barricado, and 


entred the town: We ſoon cleared the 
ſtreets, and purſued thoſe that fled : 
And now my horfe, which was ſhot in 
the lane, fell down dead under me, but 
] was preſently mounted again. 

The enemy in the towns about hav- 
ing taken the alarm, it made us think 


of ſecuring our retreat with the priſo- 


ners we had got, ſome of them being 
confiderable, among whom was Major 
General Windham; we ſcarce got into 
order before General Goring came with 
a good body of horſe up to us, and as 
we marched off, he followed us cloſe 
in the rear, without doing us any hurt, 
only my trumpet had his horſe ſhot cloſe 
by me, and thus we returned: to Selby. 
Though this did not free us wholly 


from a potent enemy, yet we lay more 
quietly by them a good while after, 


In this receſs of action, we had {eve- 
ral treaties about priſoners; and this I 


mention the rather, for that Captain 
; Hotham here firſt began to diſcover his 


inten- 
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Intentions of leaving the parliament's |: 


ſervice, in making conditions for him- 
ſelf, . with the. Earl of Newcaſtle, though 


it was not, diſcovered till a good while 


after, which bad almoſt ruin'd my fa- 
ther, and the forces with him; for be- 


ing now denied help and ſuccour from 


Hull, and the Eaſt-Riding, he was 
forced to forſake Selby, and retire to 
Leeds, and thoſe weſtern parts where I 
then lay. 

To make good this retreat, I was 
ſent to, to bring what men I could to 
Join. with him At Sherburne, for my 
Lord of Newcaſtle's army lay fo as he 
might eaſily intercept us in our way to 
Leeds, which he had determin'd to do, 
and to that end lay with his army on 
Clifford- Moor, having preſent intelli- 
gence of our march. 

Whilſt my father, with fifteen hun- 
dred men, ordnance, and ammunition, 
continued his way from Selby to Leeds, 


I with thoſe I brought to Sherburne, | 


marched a little aſide, betwixt my Lord 
of Newcaſtle's army and ours. And 


to amuſe them the more, made an at- 


tempt upon Tadcaſter, where they had 


0 three or four hundred men, who pre- 


ſently 
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I ſently quitted the town, and fled to York- 
Here we ſtayed three or four hours 
h lighting the works; which put my Lord 
Ee | 1] of Newcaſtle's army to a ſtand, being on 
their march to meet us, thinking he was 
- [1 deceived in his intelligence, and that 
n ve had ſome other deſign upon York; 
is he preſently ſends back the Lord Gor- 
o Fling with twenty troops of horie and 
I F7 dragoons to relieve Tadcaſter. 

|} We were newly drawn off when he 
is came; my Lord Goring paſt over the 
o river to follow, us, but ſeeing we were 
„far unequal i in heck to him, (for I had 
© not above three troops, and were to go 
0 cover Bramham-Moor plain) I gave di- 
>, Þ1 rection to the foot to march away, whilſt 
n 1 ſtay d with the horſe to interrupt the 
i- Þ1 enemy's paſſage in thoſe narrow lanes 
 F7 that lead up to the moor. Here was 
-I much firing at one another; but in re- 
2, gard of their great numbers, as they ad- 
S, [1 vanced, we were forced to give way; 
e, yet had gained by it ſufficient time for 
'd FI the foot to have been out of danger. 
d Fi When we came up to the moor a- 
t- gain, I found them where I left them, 
d which troubled me much, the Enemy 
e- being cloſe upon us, and a great Plain 
j Bs yet 
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yet to go. over. So we marching the 
foot in two diviſions, and the horſe in 
the rear, the enemy followed about two 
muſket-ſhot from- us, in three good 
bodies, but made no attempt upon us: 
And thus we got well over this open 
campaign, to ſome incloſures, beyond 
which was another moor, leſs than the 
other. Here our men thinking them- 
{elves ſecure, were more careleſs in keep- 
ing order; and whilſt their officers were 
getting them out of houſes where they 
ſought for drink, it being an extreme 
hot day, the'enemy got another way as 
ſoon as we into the moor; and when we 
had almoſt paſſed this plain alſo, they 
ſeeing us in ſome diſorder, charged us 
both in flank and rear: The country- 
men preſently caſt down their arms and 
fled; the foot ſoon after, which for want 
of pikes were not able to withſtand their 
horſe: Some were ſlain, many were |. 
taken priſoners; few of our horſe ſtood | 
the charge. Some officers with me, 
made our retreat with much difficulty; 
in which Sir Henry Fowlis had a ſlight | 
hurt; my Cornet was taken priſoner. Þ 
We got well to Leeds, about an hour 
after my father, and the men with him 
got ſafe thither. This 
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This was one of the greateſt loſſes we 


ever received. Yet was it a providence 
it was a part, and not the whole forces 
1 which received this loſs; it being the 
1} enemy's intention to have fought us that 
day with their whole army, which was 
4 atleaſt ten thouſand men, had not our 
attempt upon Tadcaſter put a ſtand to 
them; and ſo concluded that day with: 
this ſtorm, which fell on me only. 


We being at Leeds, it was thought 


fit to poſſeſs ſome other place; where- 
fore I was ſent to Bradford with ſeven or 
eight hundred foot, and three troops of 
horſe. Theſe two towns were all the 
garriſons we had; and at Wakefield, ſix 
miles off, lay three thouſand of the 
enemy; but they did not much diſturb 
us: And we were buſied about releaſing 
priſoners that were taken at Seacrofr, 


moſt of them being countrymen, whole 
wives and children were ſtill importu- 


nate for their releaſe, which was as 


earneſtly endeavoured by us, but no 
conditions would be accepted; ſo as 
their continual cries and tears, and im- 
portunities, compelled us to think of 
ſome way to redeem theſe men; and we 
thought of attempting Wakefield. . 
ur 
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Our intelligence was, that the enemy 
had not above eight or nine hundred 
men in the town; I acquainted my father 
with our deſign, who approved of it, 
and ſent ſome men from Leeds, ſo that 
we were able to draw out cleven hun- 
dred horſe and foot. 

Upon Whitſunday, early in the morn- 
ing, we came before the town, but they 
had notice of our coming, and had man- 
ned all their works, and ſet about five 
hundred muſketeers to line the hedges 
without the town, which made us now 
_ our intelligence, but it was too 

„ 

After a little conſultation we advanc- 
ed, and ſoon beat them back into the 
town, which we ſtormed at three places; 
and after an hour's diſpute, the foot 
forced open a barricado, where J enter- 
ed with my own troop, Colonel Alured 


and Captain Bright followed with theirs: 


The ſtreet where we entered was full of 
their foot; we charged them through, 
and routed them, leaving them to the 
foot that followed cloſe behind us: And 
preſently we were charged again with 
horſe led oa by General Goring; where, 
after a hot encounter, ſome were ſlain, 


and 


n 
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and himſelf taken n by Colonel 
Alured. 

I cannot but here acknowledge God's 
goodneſs to me this day; for being ad- 
vanced a good way ſingle before my men, 
having a Colonel, and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, who had engaged themſelves to be 
my priſoners, only with me, and many 


| of the enemy now betwixt me and my 


men, I lighted upon a regiment of foot 
ſtanding in the marker-plice; being 
thus encompaſſed, and thinking what to 


5 do, I ſpied a lane which I thought would 


lead me back to my men again: At the 


end of this lane there was a Corps- de- 


guard of the enemy's, with fifteen or 
ſixteen ſoldiers, who were juſt then quit- 


ting it, with a Serjeant leading them 


off; whom we met, and ſeeing their 
officers, they came up to us, taking no 
notice of me, and aſked them what they 
would have them do, for they could 
keep the work no. longer, the Round- 
heads (as they called chem) came {0 faſt 
upon them. 

The gentlemen who had paſſed their 
words to me to be my true priſoners, ſaid 
nothing; and looking one upon another, 


: 1 thought i it not fit now to own them 


as 
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as priſoners, much leſs to bid the reſt to 
render themſelves to me; but being 
well mounted, and ſeeing a place i in the 
works where men uſed to go over, I 


ruſhed from them, and made my horſe 


leap over the work, and by a good pro- 
vidence got to my. men again, who be- 
fore I came had, by direction of Major. 
General Gifford, brought up a piece of 
ordnance, and placed it in the church- 
yard, againſt that body that ſtood in the 
market-place, which preſently ſurren- 
dered themſelves. 

All our men being got into the town, 
the ſtreets were cleared, and many pri- 
ſoners taken; but the horſe got off, al- 
moſt entire. 

This appeared the greater mercy, 


ken we {aw our miſtake; for we found 


three thouſand men in the town, and 
expected but half the number. We 
brought away fourteen hundred priſo- 
ners, eighty officers, twenty-eight co- 
lours, and great ſtore of ammunition. 
But ſeeing this was more a miracle, 
than a victory; more the effect of God's 
providence, than human force, or pru- 
dence, let the honour and praiſe of all 
be his only. 


After 
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After this, we exchanged our men 
that were priſoners, and we-were freed 
a good while from any trouble or at- 
tempt of the enemy. | 
Hitherto, through God's mercy, we 
had held up near two years againſt a 
potent army; but they finding us now 
almoſt tired with continual ſervice, 
treacherouſly uſed by friends, and want- 
ing many things neceſſary for ſupport 
and defence, the Earl of Newcaſtle 
marched with an army of ten or twelve 
thouſand men to beſiege us, and reſolv- 
ed to {it down before Bradford, which 
was a very untenable place. 

Hither my father drew all the forces 
he could ſpare out of the garriſons; but 
ſeeing it impoſſible to defend the town 
otherwiſe than by ſtrength of men, and 
that we had not above ten or twelve 
days proviſion for ſo many as were neceſ- 
ſary to keep it; we reſolved the next 
morning very early, with a body of three 
thouſand men, to attempt his whole 
army, as they lay in their quarters three 
miles off. Hoping by it to put him to 
ſome diſtraction, which could not be 
donc any other way, by reaſon a the un- 
equal numbers. 


To 
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To this end my father appointed 
four of the clock next morning to be- 
gin our march; but Major-General 


| Gifford, who had the ordering of the 


buſineſs, ſo delayed the execution of it, 


that it was ſeven or eight before we be- 
gan to move, and not without much 


ſuſpicion of treachery; for when we 
came near the place we intended, the 


enemy's whole army was drawn up in 


battalia. 
We were to go up a hill to them; 


That our forlorn hope gained by beat. 
ing theirs into their main body, which 
was drawn up half a mile further upon 


a plain called Adderton- moor. We 


being all got up the hill, drew into bat- 
talia alſo. I commanded the right wing, 


which was about one thouſand toot, and 
five troops of horſe. Major-General 
Gifford commanded the left wing, which 


Vas about the ſame number. My fa- 
ther commanded in chief. 


We advanced through the incloſed 


grounds, till we came to the moor, beat- 


ing the foot, that lay in them, to their 


main body. 


Ten or twelve troops of horſe ar 
ed us in the right wing; we kept the 
— inclo- 
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incloſures, placing our muſketeers in the 
hedges next the moor; which was a 
good advantage to us who had ſo few 
horſe. 

There was a gate, or open place, to 
the moor, where five or ſix might enter 
a- breaſt. Here they ſtrive to enter, we 
to defend it; but after ſome diſpute, 
thoſe that entered the paſs, found fharp 
entertainment; and thoſe who were not 
yet entered, as hot welcome from the 
muſketeers that flanked them in the 
hedges. They were all, in the end, 
forced to retreat, with the loſs of Colonel 
Howard, who commanded them. 

Our left wing, at the ſame time was 
engaged with the enemy's foot, and 
had gained ground of them. The horſe 
came down again, and charged us, they 
being about thirteen or fourteen troops. 
We defended ourſelves as before, but 
with more difficulty; many having got 
in among us, but were beaten off again 
with ſome loſs. Colonel Herne, who 
commanded that party, was flain. We 
purſued them to their cannon. Here I 
cannot omit a remarkable inſtance of 
Divine juſtice, Whilſt we were engag- 

ed 
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ed in the fight with thoſe horſe that 
entered the gate, four ſoldiers had ſtript 


Colonel Herne naked as he lay on the 


ground, men ſtill fighting round about 
him; and ſo dexterous were theſe vil- 


lains, that they had done it, and mount- 


ed themſelves again, before we had 
beaten the enemy off: But after we had 
beaten them to their ordnance, as I ſaid, 
and now returning to our ground again, 
the enemy diſcharged a piece of cannon 
in our rear, the bullet fell into Captain 
Copley's troop, in which were theſe four 
men; two of them were killed, and 


ſome hurt or mark remained on the 
other, though diſperſed into ſeveral 


ranks of the troop, which made it more 
remarkable. We had not yet martial- 
law among us; this gave me a good 
occaſion to declare to the ſoldiers how 
God would puniſh, when men wanted 
power to do it. 


This charge, and the reſolution our 


men ſhewed in the left wing, made the 


enemy think of retreating. Orders were 


given for it, and ſome marched off the 


Whilſt 


field. 
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Whilſt they were in this wavering 


condition, one Colonel Skirton deſired 


| his General to let him charge once with 


! a ſtand of pikes, with which he broke 
in upon our men, and not being reliev- 
ed by our reſerves, which were com- 
manded by fome ill- affected officers, 
| chiefly Major General Gifford, who did 
not his part as he ought to do, our men 
| loſt. ground, which the enemy ſeeing, 
| purſued this advantage, by bringing on 
| freſh troops; ours being herewith diſ- 
| couraged, 
| routed. The horfe alſo charged us a- 
| gain, We not knowing what was done 
in the left wing: Our men maintained 
their ground, till a command came for 
us to retreat, having ſcarce any way row 
to do it, the enemy being almoſt. round 
about us, and our way to Bradford cut 
| off. Bur there was a lane in the field 
we were in, which led to Halifax, 
| which as a happy providence, brought 
{us off, without any great loſs, ſave of 
Captain Talbot, and twelve more that 
were ſlain in this laſt encounter. Of 
thoſe who fled, there were about ſixt 
killed, and three hundred taken priſo- 


began to fly, and were ſoon 


ners. C 2 After 
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After this ill ſucceſs, we had ſmall 
hopes of better, wanting all things neceſ- 
ſary in Bradford for defence of the town, 
and no expectation of help from any 
place. The Earl of Newcaſtle preſently 
beſieged the town ; but before he had 
ſurrounded it, I got in with thoſe men] 
brought from Halifax. I found my 
father much troubled, having neither 
a place of ſtrength to defend ourſelves in, 
nor a garriſon in Yorkſhire to retreat 
to; for the governor of Hull had de- 
clared if we were forced to retreat thi- 
ther he would ſhut the gates ON us. 
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Whilſt he was muſing on theſe ſad 
thoughts, a meſſenger was ſent unto him 
from Hull, to let him know the townſ- 
men had ſecured the governor; that 
they were ſenſible of the danger he was 
in, and if he had any occaſion to make 
uſe of that place, he ſhould be very 
readily and gladly received there. Which 
news was joyfully received, and acknow- 
ledged as a great mercy of God, yet it 
was not made uſe of till a further neceſ- 
fity compelled. 


My 
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My father having ordered me to ſtay 
here with eight hundred foot, and ſixty 


horſe, retired that night to Leeds to ſe- 
cum | | 


The Earl of Newcaltle fem three or 
four days in laying his quarters about the 
town of Bradford, -and brought down 
his cannon, but needed not to raiſe bat- 
teries, for the hills within half muſket- 
ſhot commanded all the town. Being 


planted in two places, they ſhot furiouſly _ 


upon us, and made their approaches, 
which made us ſpend very much of our 
little ſtore, being not above twenty-five 
or twenty-ſix barrels of powder, at the be- 


ginning of the ſiege. Yet the Earl of 


Newcaſtle ſent a trumpet to offer us 


conditions, which I accepted, ſo they 


were honourable for us to take, and fate 
for the inhabitants. | 


We ſent two Captains to treat with 
him, and agreed to a ceſſation during 
that time; but he continued working 
ſtill 3 whereupon I ſent forth the Com- 
miſſioners again, ſuſpecting a deſign of 
attempting ſomething upon us. They 

. returned 
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returned not till eleven o'clock at night, 
and then with a ſlight anſwer, 


Whilſt they were delivering it to us, 
we heard great ſhooting of cannon and 
muſkets ; all run preſently ro the works, 
which the enemy was ſtorming. Here 
for three-quarters of an hour was very 
bot ſervice, but at length they retreated. 


They made a ſecond. attempt, but 


were alſo beaten off; after this, we had 


not above one barrel of powder left, and 
no match: I called the officers together, 
where it was adviſed and reſolved to 


draw off preſently, before it was oy 
and to retreat to Leeds, by hey Fa | 
ad 


way, which we muſt do, for they 
ſurrounded the town. 


Orders were diſpatched, and ſpeedily 


put in execution. The foot command- 
ed by Colonel Rogers was ſent out, 
through ſome narrow lanes, and they 


were to beat up the dragoons quarters, 


and ſo go on to Leeds. 


1 myſelf with ſome other officers went 
with 


_ 
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' with the horſe, which were not above 
fifty, in a more open way. 


I muſt not here forget my wife, who 


ran the ſame hazard with us in this re- 


treat and with as little expreſſion of fear; 
not from any zeal, or delight in the war, 
but through a willing and patient ſuffer- 
ing of this undeſirable condition. 


1 ſent two or three horſemen before, 
to diſcover what they could of the ene- 
my; who preſently returned, and told 

us there was a guard of horſe cloſe by 
us. Before I had gone forty paces, the 
day beginning to break, I ſaw them up- 


on the hill above us, being about 300 


horſe. I, with ſome 12 more, charged 


them, Sir Henry Fowles, Major Gene- 


ral Gifford, myſelf and three more brake 
through; Captain Mudd was ſlain, and 
the reſt of our horſe being cloſe by, the 
enemy fell, upon them, and ſoon routed 
them, taking moſt of them priſoners, 
among, whom was my wife, the officer 


William Hill, behind whom ſhe rid, be- 


ing taken. 
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I ſaw this diſaſter, but could give no 
relief; for after I was got through, [ 
was in the enemy's rear alone; thoſe who 
had charged through with me, went on 
to Leeds, thinking I had done ſo too: 
But I was unwilling to leave my com- 
pany, and ſtay'd till I ſaw there was no 
more in my power to do, but to be ta- 
ken priſoner with them. I chen retired 
to Leeds. | 


The like diſaſter fell among the foot, 
that went the other way, by a miſtake, 
for after they had marched a little way, 
the van fell into the dragoons quarters, 
clearing their way; but through a 
cowardly fear, he that commanded theſe 
men, being in the rear, made them face 
about, and march again into the town, 
where the next day they were all taken 
priſoners, only 80 or thereabout of the 
front that got through, came all to Leeds, 
mounted on horſes which they had taken 
from the enemy, where I found them 
when I came thither, which was ſome 
Joy to them all, concluding I was either 
Jain, or taken priſoner. 


At 


GENERAL FAIRPAX. "= 
At Leeds I found all in great diſtrac- 


tion, the Council of War newly riſen, 
where it was reſolved to quit the town, 


and retreat to Hull, which was ſixty 
miles off, many of the enemy's garriſons 


being in the way. This, in two hours 


after, was accordingly done, leſt the 
enemy ſhould preſently ſend horſe to 
prevent us; for they had fifty or ſixty 


| troops within three miles: But we got 


well to Selby, where there was a ferry, 
and hard by a garriſon at Cawood. 


My father being a mile before, with 
a few men, getting over the ferry, word 


came to us that he was in danger to be 


taken. I haſted to him with about for- 
ty horſe, the reſt following in ſome diſ- 


order. He was newly got into the boat, 


when the enemy with three Cornets of 
horſe entred the town. 


I was drawn up in the warket- place, 
directly before the ſtreet they came 
down; when they were almoſt half come 
into the market- place, they turned on 
the right hand; with part of my troop 
1 charged them in the Hank, and divid- 

3 | ed 
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d them; we had the chaſe of them: 


down the long ſtreet that goes to Bray- 
ton. 


It happened at the ſame time that 
thoſe men I left behind were coming up 
that ſtreer, but being in diſorder, "and 
diſcouraged with the misfortunes of 1o 


many days before, they turned about 


and gave way, not knowing we were 
purſuing the enemy in their rear. 


At the end of this ſtreet was a narrow 
lane, which led to Cawood. The ene- 
my ſtrove to paſs that way, but it being 
narrow, there was a ſudden ſtop, where 
we were mingled one among another. 


Here I received a ſhot in the wriſt of 
my arm, which made the bridie fall out 
of my hand, and being among the 
nerves and veins, ſuddenly let out ſuch a 
quantity of blood, that I was ready to 
fall from my horſe: But taking the reins 
in the other hand in which I had my 
ſword, the enemy minding nothing ſo 
much as how to get away, I drew my- 
{elf out of the crowd, and came to our 


men, 
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men, who turned about, and ſceing me 
ready to fall from my horſe, they laid 
me on the ground; now when I was al- 
moſt ſenſeleſs, my ſurgeon came ſeaſon- 
_ ably, and bound up the wound, and 
ſtopt the bleeding. 


After a quarter of an hour's reſt, I 
got upon horſe-back again; the other 
part of our horſe had beaten the enemy 


back to Cawood, the ſame way they 


came firſt to us. 


Thus by the goodneſs of God, our 


paſſage was made clear; ſome went o- 


ver the ferry after my father, I myſelf 
with others went through the levels to 
Hull, but it proved a very troubleſome 


and dangerous paſſage, being often in- 


terrupted by the enemy, ſometimes in 
our front, ſometimes in our rear. 


I had been twenty hours on horſe- 
back, after I was ſhot, without any reſt 
or refreſhment. and as many hours be- 
fore. And as a further affliction, my 
daughter, not above five years old, be- 


ing carried before her maid, endured all 
C 6 this , 
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this retreat on horſe-back ; but nature 
not being able to hold out any longer, 
e fell into frequent ſwoonings, and in 
appearance was ready to expire her laſt. 


Having now paſt the Trent, and ſee- 


ing a houſe not far off, I ſent her with her 
maid only thither, with little hopes of 
ſeeing her any more alive, though I in- 


tended the next day to ſend a ſhip from 
Hull for her. 


I went on to denn having ſent be- 
fore to have a ſhip ready againſt my 


coming thither. Here I lay down to 


take a little reſt, if it were poſſible to 
find any in a body ſo full of pain, and a 
mind yet fuller of anxiety and trouble. 
Though I muſt acknowledge it as the 
infinite goodneſs of God, that my ſpirit 
was nothing at all diſcouraged from do- 


ing {till that which [ 8 to be my 
duty. 


before the enemy came cloſe to the 
town. I had now not above a hundred 
horſe with * we went to the ſhip, 


I had not reſted a quarter of an hour, 


Where 
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| where under the ſecurity of her ordi- 
| nance we got all our men and horſe a- 

board; and croſſing Humber, we ar- 
| rived at Hull, our men faint and tired. 
I my ſelf had loſt all, even to my ſhirt, 
| for my cloaths were made unfit to wear 
| with rents and blood. Prelently after 
my coming to Hull, I ſent a ſhip for 
| my daughter, who was brought the next 
day to the town, pretty well recovered 
of her long and tedious j Journey. 


Not many days after the Earl of 
Newcaſtle ſent my wife back again in 
his coach, with ſome horſe to guard 
| her; which generous act of his gain'd 
him more reputation, than he could 


have got by detaining a lady priſoner, 
upon ſuch terms. 


Many of our men, who were diſperſ- 
ed 1n this long, retreat, came hither again 
to us. Our firſt buſineſs was to raiſe 
new forces, and in a ſhort time we had 
about 1500 foot, and 700 horſe. 


The town being little, I was ſent to 
Beverley, with the horſe, and 600 foot, 


but 
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but my Lord of Newcaſtle now looking 
upon us as inconſiderable, was marchet 
into Lincolnſhire, with his whole army, 
leaving ſome few garriſons. He took 
in Gainſbrough, and Lincoln, and in- 
_ tended Boſton, which was the key of 
the aſſociated counties; for his orders 
which I have ſeen, were to go into 


Eſſex, and block up London on that 
Roe. 


Having laid a great while ſtill, and 
being now ſtrong enough for thoſe for. 
ces which remain'd in the country, we 
ſent out a good party to make an at- 
_ tempt upon Stanford-Bridge, near York, 
but the enemy upon the alarm fled 
thither, which put them alſo in ſuch 1 
fear, that they ſent earneſtly to my Lord 
of Newcaſtle to deſire him to return, or 
the country would again be loſt, Upon 
this he returned again into Yorkſhire, 


and not long after came to beſieg: 
Hull. 


I lay at Beverley i in the way of his 
march, and finding we were not able 
to defend fuch an open place againſt an 
army, 
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army, I deſired orders from my father 
to retire back to Hull; but the com- 


mittee there had more mind of railing 


money, than to take care of the ſoldiers; 
and yet theſe men had the greateſt ſhare 
in command at this time, and would 


not let any orders be given for our re- 


treat; nor was it fit for us to return 
without order. 


The enemy marched with his whole 
army towards us: retreat we muſt not; 
keep the town we could not. So, to 
make our retreat more honourable and 
uſeful, I drew out all the horſe and 
dragoons towards the enemy; and ſtood 
drawn up by a wood {ide all that night. 


— 


Next morning by dan, our ſaving and 


: theirs fired on one another. They 


marched on with their whole body, 
which was about 4000 horſe, and 12000 
foot. We ſtood till they were come 
very near to us. I then drew off, hav- 
ing given direction before for the foot 
to march away towards Hull, and 
thinking to make good the retreat with 
the horſe. | 

The 


= 
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The enemy with a good party came 


up in our rear; the lanes being narrow 
| we made good ſhift with them, till we 
got into Beverley, and ſhut the pate, 
which we had ſcarce time to do, they 
being ſo cloſe to us. 


In this buſineſs we loſt Major * 
and not above two more. 


The enemy not knowing what forces 


we had in the town, ſtay'd till the reſt 


of the army came up, which was about 
a mile behind. This gave our foot 
ſome advantage in their retreat, it be- 
ing five miles to Hull, and the way on 
narrow banks. I ſent the horſe by 
Cottingham, a more open road, who 
got well thither; they overtook the 


foot, and made good their retreat, till 


we got to a little bridge two miles from 
Hull, where we made a ſtand: the 
enemy followed cloſe: our men gave 
them a good volley of ſhot, which made 
them draw back, and they advanced 
no further. 


So leaving a ſmall guard at the 


bridge, we got ſafe to Hull. Thus 
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Thus not only for want of military 
{ill in the gentlemen of the committee, 
but to ſay no more, for want of good 
nature, we were expos'd to this trouble 
and danger. 


My Lord of Newcaſtle now laid ſiege 
to Hull, but at a great diſtance, for 


| the ſluices were let open and drowned 


the land for two miles about the town. 


Yet upon a bank, which was the 
highway, he approached ſo near as to 
ſhoor cannon ſhot at random into the 
town, and for the moſt part hot bullets, 
but by the diligence and care of the 
governor, who cauſed every inhabitant 
to watch his own houſe, the danger 


was prevented, 


Our horſe was now uſeleſs, and ma- 
ny died every day, having nothing but 
{alt water about the town. I was there- 
fore ſent over with the horſe into Lin- 
colnſhire to join with the Earl of Man- 


cheſter's forces, which were then com- 
manded by Major General Cromwell, 


who received us at our landing with his 
troops. | = Sir 
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Sir John Henderſon lay within three 


or four miles of this place, with 5000 
men, to prevent our conjunction, but 
durſt not attempt it. He marched 
three or four days near unto us, but 
for want of good intelligence, we did 
not know ſo much. For 1 altogether 
truſted to the care of our new friends, 
being a ſtranger | in thoſe parts. 


At Horncaſtle one morning he fel] 
upon our out-guards, who being but 
newly raiſed in that country, fled to- 
wards Lincoln, without giving any al- 


Jarm to our quarters, that lay diſperſed 
and ſecure. 


Sir John Henderſon marching ſlowly 
with his army, gave the alarm to ſome 
of our out quarters, which was ſoon 
taken in all the reſt, Yet we were in 
ſome diſorder before we could get into 
any conſiderable body. My Lord 
Willoughby with his horſe, and my 


dragoons, commaded by Colonel Mor- 


gan, brought up the rear, and after 
ſome ſkirmiſhes, we 1 that night 


in the Held, 


The 


| 
t 
t 
t 
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The next day the Earlof Mancheſter 


| came to us with his foot, the day fol- 
| lowing we advanced toward the enemy, 
and chuſing a convenient ground to 
| fight on, we drew up the army there. 
The enemy did ſo on the ſide of ano- 


ther hill cloſe by, having a little plain 


betwixt us. Lieutenant General Crom- 
well had the van, I the reſerve of horſe, 


my Lord Mancheſter all the foot. 


After we had faced one another a 
good while, the Forlorn Hopes began 


the fight, preſently the bodies met on 


the plain, where the fight was hot for 
half an hour, but then they were forced 


to a rout, 200 kilPd, and many taken 


priſoners. 


This was the iſe of Horncaſtle a. 
or as ſome call! it, uin, fight. 


At the b inſtant we heard — 
ſhooting of ordinance towards Hull, 
which was a fally my father made our of 
the town upon my Lord of Newcaſtle's 
trenches, who drew out moſt part of his 
army to relieve them: But our men 

5 charged 
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charged them ſo reſolutely, that they 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the cannon, and 
purſuing their advantage, put the enemy 
to a total rout, upon which he raiſed the 
ſiege, and returned again to York. 


Theſe two defeats together, the one 
falling upon the horſe, the other upon 
the foot, kept the enemy all that winter 
from attempting any thing; and we, af- 
ter the taking of Lincoln, ſettled our- 
ſelves in winter quarters. 


Permit us now to make a ſmall di- 
greſſion, in deſcribing the wonderful 
diſplay of providence about this time, 
in the taking of Crowland by the men 
of Spalding, whichtake as follows: One 
Captain Welbie, with his adherents and 
ſome commanders, in open hoſtility 
againſt the Parliament, fortified the ſaid 
town of Crowland with breaſt-works 
and trenches very ſtrongly ; which be- 
ing effected, Welbie and his company 
came in the night to Spalding, (which 
at that time was utterly unfurniſhed 
with men and arms) and about break ot 
day beſet the houſe of one Mr. Ram, 
5 minilter, 
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miniſter of that town, where they alſo 


took Mr. John Harrington, Mr. Horn, 
and Mr. Slater, a gentleman of above 
ſixty years of age, carried them to Crow- 
land and impriſoned them there. After 
they had continued three weeks in cloſe . 
confinement, the inhabitants of Spald- 
ing aſſembled themſelves into a pretty 
competent ſtrength, and ſo advanced to 
Crowland to relieve and redeem the ſaid 
gentlemen out of their harſh confine- 
ment, whereupon, about eight of the 
clock the firſt night, all theſe priſoners . 
were carried down to the bulwark upon 
the north-ſide of the town, but their 
friends forces not falling on, they were 
carried to priſon again. But as ſoon as 
the Spalding forces approached near 
the town, they were all brought forth 
again and carried to that part of the 
town where the firſt onſet was given, 
being all of them faſt pinioned, and forced 
to ſtand in an open place where the cannon 
might, and did play moſt furiouſly up- 
on them, 


Shortly after this all theſe gentlemen 
were ſet — the top of the breaſt- 
| works, 
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works, where they ſtood at leaſt three 
hours, their dear and faithful friends, 


that came to relieve them, ſhooting ; 


fiercely at them a great part of all that 
day before they knew who they were; 
yea, Captain Hartington took one of 


his ſoldiers muſkets, charging it wir 


piſtol ſhot, and himſelf made three 
ſhoots at his own farher, not knowing 


who he was, all the reſt of Spalding 


forces on that ſide (ſuppoſing they had 


been Crowlanders, and that they ſtood 


there to out- brave them) ſhot at them 
very angrily, *cill at laſt perceiving who 
they were, quickly left firing on them, 
and began to play more to the right 


hand, whither preſently Mr. Ram and 
Mr. Horn were by the Crowlanders re- 
moved; which alſo their friends again 


diſcerning, they held their hands and 
forbore to ſhoot, ſo that little was done 
on that ſide of the town that day; but 


as the fury of the fight abated in thoſe. 


parts, ſo it increaſed on the north-ſide, 
whither preſently Mr. Ram and Mr. 
Horn were poſted, and there alſo ſet upon 
the bulwarks for the Spalding forces to 
play upon them with their ſhot, who 

indeed 
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indeed plied very fiercely with cannon 


and muſket for a great while together, 
ſuppoſing that Mr. Ram had been the 


prieſt of the town (one Mr. Styles, a 


ſpecial perſonal actor in theſe matters) 
to their great grief and many of- their 
dear friends (as they acknowledged af- 
terwards when the town was taken) 
hot many times, and very vehemently, 
againſt their beloved friends, and at 
their pious miniſter, and Mr. Horn who 
ſtood by him: Bur, wonderful co think, 
providential mercy was ſo apparent in 
the preſervation of theſe men's lives, 
and guided all the bullets ſtill, that all 
the multitudes of ſhot which continual- 
ly flew about their ears, and many with- 
in half muſket ſhoi of them, yet not one 
bullet, ſmall or great, had power to hurt 
any of them. 


But to go on, when theſe gentlemen 
had continued thus three hours or more 
on the north- ſide of the works, Spalding 
forces began to retreat there alſo, and 
then the gentlemen were taken down 
and guarded to their priſon, together 
with Mr. Harrington and the other two 

priſoners, 
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priſoners, who had continued all that 
while on the weſt works. 


But the forces on the north-ſide begin- 


ning again to fire on the Crowlanders, 


they were carried back again and ſet on 
the works as aforeſaid, whereupon Spal- 


ding forces honeſtly retreated on -both 


ſides. 
Not long after Spalding forces aſſault 


ed the town again in three different 
places at once, who all being come near 
the town, the Rev'd Mr. Ram was again 


called for, and brought out of his lodg- 
ing, and carried with all ſpeed to the 


north bulwark, and there, being ſtraitly 


pinioned, was moſt inhumanly laid 
within the works on the wet ground, 
where he laid five hours, often intreat- 


ing to be ſet upon the bulwark, by rea- 


ſon of the extreme numbneſs of his 
limbs, and extraordinary wearineſs with 


lying in that poſture and condition, but 
they would not ſuffer it. 


In brief, within two or three days 
the town was s taken, but ſome of the 
chief 


GENERAL FAIRFAX. 73 


chief actors of the fore-mentioned vil- 
lanies got away, divers were taken in 
the town and clapt into priſon at Col- 
cheſter, Ipſwich, and other places. 
Thus much I have particularly related 
of the taking of this town, and the won- 
derful preſervation of theſe gentlemen's 

lives. 


In the coldeſt ſeaſon of the year I was 
commanded by the Parliament to go 
and raiſe the ſiege at Namptwich, which 
it Wl the Lord Byron, with the Iriſh Army, 
ir WH had reduced to great extremity. I was 
in the moſt unfit of all their forces, being 
- WW ever the worſt paid, my men ſickly and 
1 WW almoſt naked; I deſired the Parliament 
ly WW that they would be pleaſed to ſupply theſe 
id wants, not excuſing myſelf, as ſome did, 
d, who had no will to ſtir, though well 
. enough accommodated. 


1 wv” W 


The Parliament's anſwer was a poſi - 
tive direction to march, for it would 
admit of no delay. But foreſceing I 
ſhould have ſuch a return to my defires, 
and conſidering the neceſſity of the bu- 
ſineſs, I had upon my own credit got ſo 
much cloth as cloathed 1500 men, * | 

al 
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all were ready to march when theſe or- 
ders came to me. 


The twenty-ninth of December we 
ſet forward from Falkingham in Lin- 
colnſhire with 1800 horſe, and 500 
dragoons, and power to call the repi- 


ments of foot in Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, 


to make up the body of the army, which 
I found was not a little trouble when 1 
came to Mancheſter, for ſome were thir- 
ty, ſome forty miles diſtant, beſides the 
diſſatisfaction of ſome of their Colonels, 
went as their particular ſafety or intereſt 
iwayed them. 


But finding more readineſs in the in- 
ferior officers, and common ſoldiers, I 
got up in a few days near 3000 foot. 


With this army we | marched to 
Namptwcih, which was at the point of 
ſurrendering. When we came within a 
day's march, I had intelligence the Lord 
Byron had drawn off his hepe, and in- 
tended to meet us in the field. I put 
my men into the Torderin which I intend- 
ed to fight, and continued my march 


> 
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till we came within three miles of the 
town. h | 


There was a paſs kept with about 

250 men; I ſent Colonel Morgan with 
his dragoons, who beat them off, in 
which his brother was lain. The Ma- 
jor, who commanded the other party, 
with ſome others, was taken priſoner. 


We marched on till we came within 
cannon ſhort of their works, where half 
of their army was drawn up. And we 
were inform'd, that the river which 
runs through the town, being raiſed 
with the melting of the ſnow, hinder'd. 
thoſe that lay on the other fide of the 
town from joining with them. 


We call'd a council of war, wherein 
it was debated, whether we ſhould at- 
tempt thoſe in their works, being di- 
vided from the reſt of the army, or 
march into the town and relieve them, 
and by the increaſe of our force be 


better able the next day to encounter 
them, 


1 This 
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This laſt was reſolv'd on, and mak- 
ing way with pioneers through the 
hedges, we marched to the town ; but 
after we had gone a little way, word 
came that the enemy was in the reer. 
We faced about with two regiments, and 
my own regiment of horſe, commanded 
by Major Rokeby, and reliev'd thoſe 
that were engaged, and ſo the fight 
began on all ſides. | 


Theſe that fell on our rear, were that 
art of their army that lay on the other 
{ide of the town, who had paſt the ri- 
ver. Thoſe who were drawn up under 
their works, fell upon our van, which 
was marching to the town. Thus was 
the battle divided, there being a quarter 
of a mile betwixt us and the diviſion that 
firſt engag' d. Our foot at the begin- 
ning gave a little ground, but our horſe 
recover'd this, by beating the enemies 
horſe out of the lanes that flanked our 
foot, which did ſo encourage our men, 
that they regain'd their ground on the 
enemy, and made them retreat from 
hedge to hedge, till at length they were 

forced to fly ro their works, 
The 
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Their horſe retreated in better order, 
towards Cheſter, without much lols. 
Our other wing being aſſiſted from the 
town, who ally'd out with ſeven or 
eight hundred muſketeers, beat the ene- 
my back into the ſame works. We 
preſently ſurrounded them, and being 
in great diſorder and confuſion, they 
ſoon yielded themſelves priſoners, with 
all their chief officers, arms, colours 
and ammunition. 


Thus, by the mercy of God, was 
this victory obtain'd, being the more 
ſignal, in that we were not to deal with 
young ſoldiers, but with men of great 
experience, and an army which had ever 
been victorious. 


Alfter this we took in ſeveral garriſons | 
in Cheſhire; Lathim only in Lanca- 
ſhire held out, which was beſieg'd by 
the forces of that county, bur after- 
ward the ſiege was rais'd by Prince 
Rupert. 


Having ſpent three or four months 
in this expedition, my father command- 
D 3 „ 
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ed me back into Yorkſhire, that by the 
conjunction of our forces, he might be 


abler to take the field. We met about 


Ferrybridge, he being come out of 
Hull thither, with intent to fall upon 


the enemies garriſon at Selby. 


J receiv*d at this time another com- 


mand from the Parliament to march 


immediately with my horſe and dragoons 
into Northumberland, to join with the 
Scots army. The Earl of Newceaſtle, 
who was then at Durham, being much 


ſtronger in horſe than they, for want of 
which they could not advance: But it 
being reſolv'd within a day or two to 


ſtorm Selby, I ſtay'd 'till that buſineſs 
was over, which proved as effectual 
for the relief of the Scots army. 


The Governor of Vork, Col. Bellas, 


lay in Selby with 2000 men. We drew 
our horſe and foot cloſe to the town, 
Sir John Meldrum led on the foot, 


which had their ſeveral poſts appointed 
them, where they ſhould ſtorm. I with 


the horſe ready to ſecond them. The 


enemy within defended themſelves ſtout- 
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ly a good while. Our men at length 
beat them from the line, but could not 
advance further becauſe of the horſe 
within. I got a barricado open, which 
let us in betwixt the houſes and the ri- 
ver; here we had an encounter with 
their horſe: After one charge, they 
fled over a bridge of boats to Vork; 
their horſe came up, and charged us 
again, where my horſe was overthrown, 
I being ſingle a little before my men, 
who preſently reliev'd me, and forced 
the enemy back. They retreated allo 
to York. In this charge we took Col. 
Bellaſis, Governor of York. By this 
time the foot had entred the town, and 
had taken many priſoners. This good 
ſucceſs of ours put them into great dil- 
traction and fear at Vork; ſo that they 
ſpeedily ſent to the Earl of Newcaſtle 
to haſte back thither, believing we 
would preſently attempt them. 


This News ſuddenly call'd him back, 
leaving the Scots, who with cold, and 
often alarms, were reduced to great 


extremity, but now they advance after 


"3 The 
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The Earl of Newcaſtle gets in- 
to York; the Scots join with my 
father at Wetherby, altogether made 
16000 foot, and 4000 hurſe. They 
march on to York. 
For the ſiege of York it was 
thought neceſſary to have more men, 
the town being large in compaſs, 


and ſtrongly manned. 


The Earl of Crawford, Lindley: 
and myſelf were ſent to the Earl of 
Mancheſter, to deſire him to join 
with us in the fiege, towhich he wil- 
lingly conſented, bringing an addi- 
tion of 6000 foot, and 3000 horſe. 


Now the army had three Gene- 
rals, Leſly, Mancheſter and Fairfax, 
who lay apart in three ſeveral quar- 
ters before the town, but the North 
ſide ſtill remained open. 


Some time was ſpent here without 
any conſiderable action, till in my 
Lord of Mane s quarters, ap- 


proaches 
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proaches were made to St. Mary's 
tower, and they ſoon came to mine it. 

Colonel Crawford, a ſcotchman, 
whocommanded that quarter, ſprung 
the mine, being ambitious to have 


the honour alone of it, without ac- 


quainting the other two Generals, 
for their advice, and concurrence, 
which proved very prejudicial, for 
having engaged his party againit the 
whole ſtrength of the town, with- 
out more forces to ſecond him, he 
was repulſed with the loſs of three 


handred men; for which he had 


ſurely been called to an account, 
but eſcaped the better by reaſon of 
this triumviral government. 

Sopn after Prince Rupert came 
to relieve the town. We raiſed the 
ege. Heſſey-Moor was appoint- 
ed the rendezvous, and the whole 
army drew thither. 

About a mile from thence lay the 
Prince, the river Ouſe being be- 
| Ds WW 
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twixt us, which he that night paſt 
over at Poppleton. The next day 
he drew his army into the ſame 
moor, which being now joined with 
my Lord of Newcaſtle's army, made 


about 23 or 24,000 men; we ſome- 
thing more. 


We were divided in our opinions 
what to do. The Engliſh were for 
fighting; the Scots for retreating, 
to gain (as they alledged) both time 
and place of more advantage. 


This being refolv'd on, we 
marched away to Tadcaſter, which 
made the enemy advance the faſter. 


Lieutenant General Cromwell, 
Leſley, and myſelf were appoint- 
ed to bring up the rear. We ſent 
word to the Generals of the neceſ- 
ſity of making a ſtand, or elſe the 
enemy, having this advantage, 

| might 


c 
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might put us in ſome diforder. 
But by the advantage of the ground 
we were on, we hoped to make it 


good 'till they came back to us, 
which they did. 


The place was Marſton fields, 
which afterwards gave the Name 
to this battle. 


Here we drew up our army. 
The enemy was drawn up in bat- 
talia on the moor a little below us. 


The day being moſt part ſpent 
in preparations, we now began to 
deſcend towards them. Lieutenant 
General Cromwell commanded the 
left wing of the horſe, and fecond- 
ed by Major General Leſly; I had 
the right wing, with ſome Scots 
horſe, and lances for my reſerves. 


The three Generals were with ths 


foot. 


'D 6 Our: 
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Our left wing firſt charged the 
enemy's right wing, which was 

perform'd for a while with much 

. reſolution on both ſides, but the 


enemy at length was put to the 
| worſt, 


Our right wing had not all fo 
good ſucceſs, by reaſon of the fur- 
zes and ditches we were to pals 
over before we could get to the 


enemy, which put us into great 
diſorder. 


Notwithſtanding I drew up a 
body of 400 horſe. But becauſe 
their intervals of horſe in this wing 
only, were lined with muſketeers, 
who did us much hurt with their 
ſhot, I was neceſlitated to charge 
them. 

We were a long time engaged 
one within another; bat at laſt- we 
ronted that part of their wing we 

- charged, a 
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charged, and purſued them a good 


way towards York. Myſelf only 


returned preſently, to get to the 


men I left behind me. But that 
part of the enemy which ſtood, per- 
ceiving the diforder they were in, 
had charged and routed them before 
I could get to them : So that the 
good ſucceſs we had at firſt was 
eclipſed by this bad concluſion. 


Our other wing and moſt of the 


foot went on proſperouſly, till they 


had cleared the field. 


TI muſt ever remember with 
thankfulneſs the goodneſs of God 
to me this day; for having charg- 


ed through the enemy, and my 
men going after the purſuit, and re- 


turning back to go to my other 
troops, I was got in among the 
enemy, who ſtood up and down the 
field in ſeveral bodies of horſe, to 
| taking 
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taking the ſignal out of my hat, 1 
paſt through them for one of their 
own commanders, and got to my 
Lord of Mancheſter's horſe, in the 
other wing ; only with a cut in my 
cheek, which was given me in the 
firſt charge, and a ſhot which my 
horſe received. 


In this charge many of my offi- 
cers and ſoldiers were hurt and ſlain: 
The Captain of my own troop was 
ſhot in the arm, my Cornet had 
both his hands cut, ſo as render'd 
him ever after unſerviceable. Cap- 
tain Micklethwait, an honeſt ſtout 


gentleman, was flain: And ſcarce 


any officer who was in this charge 
but receiv'd a hurt. Col. Lambert, 
who fhould have ſeconded me, but 
could not get up to me, charged in 


another place. Major Fairfax, who 


was Major to his regiment, had at 
leaſt wounds, of which he 
died 
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died at Vork, after he had been 


abroad again, and in good hopes of 
recovery. 


But that which neareſt of all con- 
cern'd me, was the loſs of my bro- 


ther Charles Fairfax, who being 


deſerted of his men, was ſore © 
wounded, of which in three or four 
days after he dyed. Buried at 
Mariton. tat. 23. 


In this charge as many were hurt 
and kill'd as in the whole army 
beſides. 


On the enemy's part there were 


above 4000 ſlain, and many taken 


priſoners. 


Prince Rupert returned into the 
South, the Earl of Newcaſtle went 
beyond ſea, with many of his offi- 
cers. York was preſently ſurren- 

dered, 
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dered, and the North now waz 


__ wholly reduced by the Parliament's 
forces, except ſome garriſons. 


Soon after this I went to Helme- 
Mley, to take in the caſtle there, 
where I received a dangerous ſhot 


in my ſhoulder, and was brought 


back to York, all being doubtful 
of my recovery for ſome time. 


At the ſame time the Parliament 
voted me to command the army in 
the South. 


But my intentions being only to 
keep i in mind what I had been pre- 
ſent in during this Northern war, 
J ſhall put an end to this diſcourſe, 
where it pleas'd God to determine 
my ſervice there. 


Vet thus with ſome ſmart from 
his rod, to let me ſee I was not 
mind ful 


| 
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mindful enough of returning my 
humble thanks and acknowledg- 
ments for the deliverances and mer- 
cies I received ; and for which (alas) 
I am not yet capable enough to 
praiſe him as I ought, that I may 
ſay by experience, V. 20 f 5 a God hike 


unto our Cod. 


Therefore, not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name give 


we the pratſe. 


But as for my ſelf, and what I 
have done, I ſay with Solomon, I 
hooked on all the works that my hands 
had wrought, and on tbe labour that 
I had laboured to do, and behold all 
was vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 


For there is no remembrance of the 
wiſe more than the fool for ever, ce 
mg that which now is, in the days to 
come 4 be forgotten. 
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A GENUINE ACCOUNT of 


The Famous SIEGE of 
MANCHESTER, 
IN THE 


Months of Sept. and OR. 1642. 


Taken from a letter of a reſpectable Inhabi- 


tant of that place, who was an eye-witneſs 
thereof. 


HE town of Mancheſter at 
this time was a rich and po- 


pulous place, but to add more to 


its grandeur and reputation in ge- 
neral, it was a very pious and reli- 
gious one: But as the fineſt gold 
has its alloy, ſo this people were 
unhappily divided in their judg- 
ments reſpecting the unnatural divi- 


fon. 
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ſion that at this time ſubſiſted be- 
twixt the King and Parliament, 
part of them declaring for the King, 
the other for the Parliament; a- 
mongſt the former was Lord Strange, 
who levied a great body of forces 
in order to take poſſeſſion of the 
town in the King s favour. 


Amongſt the oppoſite party were 
Mr. Holland of Denton, Mr. Ed- 
gerton of Shagh, and Mr. Erid of 
Denton, deputy lieutenants by the 


ordinance of Parliament, did adviſe 


and conſult with the town what 
were beſt to be done in this critical 
conjuncture for the ſafety thereof. 


The reſult of which conſultation 
was, that they ſhould immediately 
aſſemble the militia and ſeize upon 
the town in the name of the Parlia- 
ment, which they did, when num- 
bers of the townimen joined them, 

Who 


„ er 


al 
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who daily exerciſed each other, and 
thereby many of them became very 


expert muſketeers, and active and 
able pike- men. 


They alſo had amongſt them 
at this time, an able German En- 
gineer, to whoſe ſkill, induſtry, 
taithfulnſs and valour (under God) 
they owed much of their preſerva- 
tion; he gave directions for the 
chaining up and fortifying the ends 
of the town, which was at firſt be- 
gun with great diligence, but found 
great oppoſition from the other par- 
ty, who threatened to hinder the 
letting down of the poſts. 


Whilſt this commotion was in 
agitation, the King's party in Che- 
ſhire, under the command of Sir 
Edward Fitten and Mr. Leigh of 
Adlington, did plunder, pillage, 
and 2 thoſe of the oppoſite 


party, 
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party, and took from them ſuch 
arms and other implements they 


had provided for the ſafety and 


protection of themſelves and their 


families. 


This ſo alarmed the country peo- 


ple round Mancheſter, that they 


aſſembled themſelves together in 
one large body, and marched imme- 
diately into the town, and joined 
the militia and the townſmen there, 
which alſo gave a fit opportunity to 
facilitate the ſetting down of the 
poſts, and perfecting the fortifica- 
tions, which were before oppoſed 


and not finiſhed. 


On Saturday September 24, in 


the night came certain intelligence 
to the town, that great forces were 
coming from Warrington againſt it, 
conducted by Lord Strange, Lord 


Molineux, and many other gentle- 


men, 


1 
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men, who all aſſiſted with men and 


money. 


At this time there were in town 


about 150 of Mr. Aſhton of Mid- 


dleton's tenants in complete arms, 
commanded by Captain Bradſhaw, 
together with the town's forces, un- 
der the command of Captain Rat- 
cliff, who chearfully and courage- 
ouſly, upon the beating of a drum, 
repaired to the end of the town, 
reſolving (by God's aſſiſtance) to 
maintain their liberty and property 


with the utmoſt hazard of their 


lives. 


Hereupon the bells were rung 


and poſts ſent to every part of the 


country about to give notice of 
their danger. 


Whereupon Mr. Holland of 


Denton, Captain Booth, fon to Sir 


George 
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George Booth of Dunham, and 
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other worthy gentlemen, with their 
tenants and others their neighbours, 
came in chearfully. 


Part of Lord Strange's forces 


came through Cheſhire, and part 


on the other ſide of the river Irwell; 
the breaking of a wheel which car- 
ried their ordnance retarded the 


forces that they came not in view 


of the town till about nine o'clock 
on the Lord's day in the morning, 


and at that time ſundry companies 


appeared in open view. 


Then two gentlemen were ſent 


to know the reaſon of their coming, 
in ſuch a hoſtile manner ; his Lord- 
ſhip ſtayed one of them as an hoſ- 
tage, and ſent Captain Windebank 


to require entrance, and that he 


might march with his army into the 


town, which was unanimouſly de- 
nied 
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aied him; and on this very day (as 
it is credibly reported) the Earl of 
Derby, his father, died in ſorrow 
and diſcontent at his ſon's unnatu- 
ral actions againſt his native country- 
men. 


On Monday September 26, Lord 
Strange, now Earl of Derby, ſent 
another meſſenger to the ſame pur- 
poſe as before, promiſing to uſe the 
town kindly, otherwiſe fearful de- 
ſtruction might enſue ; but his re- 
queſts were not granted nor his 
threats regarded ; whereupon about 
twelve o'clock of the ſame day, he 
began to play with his cannon upon 
Deanigate and Salford-Bridge ; the 
bullets that were taken up weighed 
between four and fix pounds a piece; 
and this afternoon the battle Was 
hot on both ſides, moſt of the 
townſmen conſtantly charged and 
diſcharged moſt reſolutely, to the 
— : 


 STEGH OF 
great admiration and terror of the 
ny. 


The Seht was firſt bagua by the 
Earl and his forces, which were in 
and about a houſe of Sir Edward 


Moſley's, called the Lodge, where 


they planted ſome of their ordnance, 
and at the ſame time was ſeconded 
by an aſſault which they made from 
Salford-Bridge ; they having poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of the town of 
Salford which joineth to Mancheſ- 
ter, ſave _ a water betwixt them: 


Yet this town joined not with 
Mancheſter in a common defence; 
but it pleaſed God that their cannon 
played in vain upon the town, and 
therefore they eſſayed to enter the 
town by beating, the defendants ont 
of their works, which they being not 
able to do, they ſent ſome of their 
ſoldiers to fire two barns and eight 


Or 
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or twelve dwelling-houſes about 
twelve rods from the out-works, 
which they effected; the enemy 
with great ſhouting cried out the 
town 1s ours, the town 1s ours, and 
renewed the aſſault; but by the 
ralour and courage of Captain Brad- 
ſhaw and his band of ſoldiers, they 
were beaten back, and many of them 
lain in the aſſault. 


The wind at the firſt blew the 
flames and ſmoak into the faces of 
our ſoldiers, to their great annoyance 
and endangering of the town ; but 
God, who rides upon the wings of 
the wind, ſuddenly turned it till 
the rage of the fire was abated. 


Thoſe forces which were in Sal-- 
ford endeavoured to enter the bridge, 
where they found ſuch hot enter- 
tainment at the hands of Captain 
Roſeworm (the German engineer 
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before-mentioned) and his ſoldiers, 
that they were there alſo forced to 
retreat with the loſs of ſome of their 
men; but having poſſeſſed them- 
{elves of a houſe at the foot of the 
bridge, they continued all night 
ſhooting at thoſe noble defendants, 


In this day 5 fight the town loſt 
not one man; on Tueſday morn- 
ing a ſoldier of the enemy's was 
taken, being mortally wounded, 
who confeſſed he was one of the 
{even that ſet the barn on fire, and 


lived but a day after he was 48d 
hended. 


This ſame day there was an al- 
fault made at the other ends of the 
town, eſpecially at the Market- 
{treet-lane-end, but they were re- 


pulſed by Captain Ratcliff and his 


company; the townſmen likewiſe 


(allied out, took divers priſoners, 
ſlew 


the 


his 


8, 
ew 
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flew and put to flight others that 
were ſtraggling i in the fields. 


1901 


About five of the clock that e- 
vening, the Earl of Derby ſounded 
for a parley, and ſent a meſſage in 
writing to the town, which was as 
followeth: 


« In obedience to his Majeſty's con:- 
© mand, I have drawn fome forces 
« hither with no intention of prejudice 
to your town, or any perſon in it; 
* but to require your ready obedience 
e fo his Majeſty in yielding yourſelves 
% dutifully and chearfully to his pro- 
* teftron; which I once more (9 

« great is the value J ſet upon the 
* efuſion of one drop of my country's 
% blood) ſummon you to under this 
% afſurance, that no man's perſon or 
i goods ſhall be harmed, ſo you give 
* up your arms to me, to be di poſed of 
= _— ag to his Majeſty's command: 
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ceaſe during that time, which wWas 


comfortable refreſhing. 


1 (1! & OO F 
% But, if you ſhall remain objtinate i in 


Fe your diſobedience, and rejolve to 

« fland it out, I will in that way pro- 

We „ CeeG with all honour, by offering 

you a ſafe convoy of your women and 

© . out of the ton, Jo that it 
be done mmmediately.” 


The gentlemen of the town de- 
fired till ten of the clock the next 
day to give their anſwer; he granted 
promiſed mutu- 


ally that all acts of hoſtility ſhould 


exactly performed on the town's 
fide, and by means thereof our ſol- 
diers (who had been much wearied 
with watching and fighting three 
days and three nights before) got 


But that very ſame night the 
enemy was very buſy in plunder- 


ing and pillaging many houſes about 
the 
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the town, to the great prejudice of 
the inhabitants thereof, if not their 


utter undoing ; and alſo flew two 


neighbours in Bolton, which were 


coming peaceably with about 150 


more to aſſiſt the town; and plant- 
ed two pieces of ordnance in Sal- 
ford, from which they were beaten 
the next day by muſket-ſhot from 
the church-yard : And, on Wed- 
neſday morning, the gentlemen re- 


turned this anſwer 


« May it pleaſe your Honour, 
« To receive this anſwer to your pro- 
Poſitions; we are not conſcious to 
2 . == of any act committed by 
* us, that you ſhould in the leaſt kind 
* diveſt us, his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, 
* of His royal protection, nor to any 


„ diſobedience to his Majeſty's lawful 


command; for we can no way per- 


« fuade ourſelves that his Majeſty, 
* who hath ſo you and fo ſolemnly 
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declared to rule his people by his 
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laws, and to preſerve the properties 
of our eſtates, ſhould now require 
us to give away our arms, Which 
are (under God one means of our 
lawful defence agamſt malignant 
enemies, and multitudes of bloody 
papiſts, which do abound in our 
country; and had not God by his 
infinite mercy prevented it, before 
this day would have made the like 
rebellion in our country, and com- 
mitted the like barbarous outrages 
againſt us and all others of the 
true proteſtant religion, as their 
bloody brethren have done in Jre- 
land, ſeeing they are acted by the 


ſame helhſh principle as they. 


And we cannot but much won- 
der, that your Honour ſhould come 
agomſt us in ſuch an open Hoſtile 
manner to take away our arms, 


which ts fo abſolutely againſt all 
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« law and the right of the ſubject, 
« which we are bound and faithſul- 
« ly reſolved to maintain, according 
i to our late ſolemn proteſtation. 


And we can by no means be af- 


« ſured by your Lordſhip, of the ſafe- 


« ry of our perſons and goods, if we 
deliver up our arms, ſeemg, Hence 
« thrs treaty, ſome of our neigblours 
* houſes, being proteſtants, have been 

* plundered, or attempted to have 


been plundered, and ſome of our + 


* friends, coming in a peaceable way 
% fo our relief, have been cruelly mur- 


* dered and ſlain 7. ”_—_ of ** fol- 


cc * ders.” 


This reply to his Lordſhip's mk; 
ſage being thus ſent unto him, ſome 
few hours after the Earl of Derby 
ſent Sir John Mounſon to mediate 
again, who ſaid, his Honour would 
de content with part of their arms. 
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The gentlemen in the town referred 


it to the ſoldiers what to anſwer here- 
unto, who all reſolutely anſwered 


they would not give him a yard of 


match, but would maintain their 
cauſe and arms to the laſt drop of 


their blood. 


After the return of this meſſage, 


his Lordſhip being enraged there- 


with, cauſed his ordnance to play 
again upon the town, but all his 


ſhots, by God's providence, did no 


harm, fave only that they killed a 
lad who ſtood gazing upon the top 
of a ſtile, and was ſhot through the 
fide with a cannon- bullet, but no 


other harm done thereby. 


Thurſday following one Captain 
Standiſh, in Salford, was ſlain by a 
bullet from the town, who (as was 
reported) was then reproaching his 
foldiers becauſe they would not fall 

on, 
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on, upon whole death the ſoldiers 


| fled away; and other ſoldiers alſo 


fled bv ſcores, yea, alſo by hun- 
dreds daily fled from Lord Strange: 


There were lain on his ſide (a 
we credibly heard) about 200, and 


ſome commanders of note, three 


whereof were buried at Didſbury ; 


and the town loſt but four men, 


whereof, two by accident, and two 


by the enemy, but no more in all. 


Upon the Friday Alias little 
was done, only the Earl continued 


playing upon the town with his 


ordnance and muſket-ſhot from 
Salford and the Lodge, and they 


caſt up a trench before the end of 2 
Deanſgate, as if the Earl had intend- 


ed to make a long fiege, his ord- 


nance made holes in divers houſes, 


and battered down a piece of a 
chimney, but did little harm elſe. 
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The ſame night his cannons were 
removed, and on Saturday he deſir- 


ed that priſoners might be exchang- 
ed, and that plundering might ceaſe 


on both ſides; it was anſwered, 


that the town's party had not plun- 


zred one houſe, but his Lordſhip's 
forces had plundered ſo many, that 
10,000]. would not make a recom- 


eee, t 


Priſoners were exchanged ac- 
cording to his motion, and about 


noon the ſame day the Earl (it 
ſeemed being tired already with the 


liege) removed his forces. from be- 


tore the town. 


The ſoldiers in the town, from 
firſt to laſt, had prayers and ſinging 
of plalms daily at the ends of the 
ſtreets, moſt of them being honeſt 
and religious men, and of a very 

2ivil and inoffenſive converſation, 
and 
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and came out of conſcience of their 
oath and proteſtation ; and the in- 
habitants and townſmen were very 
kind and reſpectful to the ſoldiers 
that thus aſſiſted them, and all things 
were common among them; the 
gentlemen of the town made bul- 
lets night and day; the ſoldiers 
were molt reſolute and courageous, 
and feared nothing ſo much as a 


parley. 


It was even admirable and won- 
derful, and might be thought a 
thing almoſt impoſſible, that ſo ma- 
ny bullets from the cannon and 
muſkets ſhould be ſhot at the town 
and yet ſo few hurt, for there 
could not be leſs (on probable con- 
jecture) than four thouſand bullets 
ſhot from the enemy, ſmall and 
oreat, and very near as many from 
the town, and yet, as was ſaid be- 
fore, not above four men killed and 


as many wounded, | At 
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At the time of the parley, or 
| treaty, of the Lord Strange with 
the town, as before-mentioned, he 
aſked a gentleman that came to ſee 
him, whether his cannon had not 
ſlain 2 or 300 of our men, but he 
was anſwered that they had but 
ſlain one fingle perſon at that time, 
and that was the boy on the ſtile, 
whereat he was even amazed and 
would hardly believe it. 


One ſoldier was accidentally ſlain 


by one of his fellow-ſoldier's pieces 


flying off unawares. 


The enemy s bullets, though they 
flew as thick as hail into the town, 


and about the townſmen, yet, as 


was ſaid before, none of them was 
hurt. 


One bullet touched a man's lip, 
and did him no more hurt; another 
cut 
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cut off a ſoldier's bandaleers as they 
hung by his ſide, and touched not 
his body; yea, a cannon-bullet 
came ſo near Captain Bradſhaw as 
that it touched his arm, but hurt 
him not. 


Now theſe and many the like 
viſible expreſſions of God's provi- 
dence and protection, did ſo encou- 
rage them that (as ſome of them- 
ſelves ſaid) they went as merrily to 
meet their enemies in the hotteſt 
ſkirmiſhes, as toa feaſt ; and many 
of them were heard to ſay to one 


another, Go on courageouſly, thro' 


the name of the Lord we ſhall deſtroy 
them; they fall down flat, but we do 


riſe and oo up ſtedfaſily by our 
God: Theſe things I have by a cre- 


dible information from an honeſt _ 


and godly inhabitant in Mancheſter, 


who was an eye-witneſs of them. 


But 
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But to go on, the Deputy Lieu- 


tenant, Captain Chantwell, and o- 
ther vigilant and prudent gentlemen 
of the town, took great pains night 
and day to ſee that the ſoldiers did 
their duty in their ſeveral places and 


ſtations, and to encourage and adviſe 


them therein. 


The Lord Strange's ſoldiers ma- 
ny of them wept, and proteſted 


their great unwillingneſs to fight 


againſt Mancheſter, affirming they 
were deceived and deluded or they 
had never come thither. 


* thus I ſay, at laſt the Earl 
of Derby, weary of this unſucceſs- 
ful buſineſs, left the town and 


marched away from them about the 
beginning of October with his ar- 
my, which conſiſted at his firft. 


approach of at leaſt 4000 foot, ſeven: 
pieces of ordnance, 200 dragoons, 
| and 
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2nd 100 horſemen, and thus ended 


this moſt memorable and remarka- 
ble affair. 
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FEBRUARY 10, 1643. 
& BOUT this time Sir John 
7 Smeaton, a moſt renowned 
valiant Knight, and Major General 
of the Parliament's forces in Lan- 


caſhire, lying at Mancheſter with 


a body of troops, marched from 
thence towards the town of Preſton, 


attended by Serjeant Major Spar- 
row, Colonel Holland, Captain 
Booth, 
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| Booth, Serjeant Major Birch, and 
| with them three companies of 
foot, together with as many more 
from Bolton, who all met toge- 
ther at Blackburn, where they were 
Joined with four or five companies 
of Blackburn Hundred, under the 
command of Captain Nowel, ot 
Meakley, and ſome other Captains, 
with about 2000 club-men. 


Their march that night was te- 
dious unto them, eſpecially to many 
who had marched the day and night 
before; but yet, to accommodate 
them therein, it pleaſed God to fa- 
vour them with a very fair night 
to travel in, ſuch as had not been 
of a conſiderable time before, which 
they took for a very great mercy, 
and a good omen of ſucceſs. 


Thus they came before the town 
of Preſton, it being on a Wedneſday 
1 Mt 
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at night, the next morning every 
preparation was made neceſſary to 


attack the town, which was well 
fortified with a brick-wall, both 
outer andi inner. 153 
Our men hw eſpecially the three 
companies that came from Man- 
cheſter) aſſaulted the town with 
the greateſt courage and undaunted 
reſolution. 


Captain Booth was the firſt who 
moſt bravely ſcaled the walls, and 
being got up, cailed out unto his 
men, ſaying, © Follow me, or give 
me up for ever,” which words ſo 
animated the ſoldiers that they be- 
came fearleſs, and forgetting every 
danger, reſolutely followed their 
brave leader; Colonel Holland's _ 
company beholding the unparallelled 
reſolution of theſe brave men, re- 
ſolved to follow them, ſo that there 
became 
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became much ſtrife amongſt them 
who ſhould exert themſelves muſt 
in this bold attempt; but the brave 
Captain Booth ſtill had the prece- 
dence, and made the firſt entrance. 


The garriſon fought it out in a 
moſt wonderful manner, and kept 

their inner works with puſh of 
Pikes; and the breach they alfo 
bravely defended with their ſwords 
for a conſiderable time. 


The Major General Sir John 
Seaton, behaved himſelf moſt brave- 
ly at the end of Church-ſtreet, 
where an entry was alſo made, and 
our men beat them moſt reſolutely 
from their poſts, and from the 
ſteeple. 


Thus the ght continued on both 
ſides with the greateſt courage and 
reſolution for near two hours, till 
our 
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dur men, with invincible bravery, 
became maſters of the town. 


There were divers lain on both 
ſides, but eſpecially on the town's. 
ſide, in this aſſault; and as if men 
muſt needs have ſingled out ſome 
on purpoſe for the flaughter; 
yea, the Mancheſtrians — 
could ſcarcely have picked out fit- 
ter men (if they would any) for the 
ſword than thoſe that were ſlain in 
the fight, eſpecially the Major of 
Preſton, by name, Mr. Adam 
Morte, a man reſolute to deſpera- 
tion in the cauſe he ſtood for, who 
had oftentimes been heard to ſay 
and ſwear too, he would fire the 
town before he would give it up, 
and would begin with his own 
houſe ; but fighting moſt deſperate- 
ly, and having killed one of the 
Colonel's men in the fight, with 
the puſh of pike inſtantly after loft 


his own life for it, together with 


his 
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his own ſon's. alſo, a bold and def. 
perate young fellow. 


Sir Gilbert Houghton's brother, 
a Captain of their horſe, was alſo 
ſlain ; Serjeant Major Purvey, lately 
come out of Ireland, having been a 
rebel there and concerned in the 
cruel maſſacre, a wicked deſperate 
papiſt; Dr. Weſtley, a phyſician; 
together with two or three Lieute- 
nants, and ſome others of quality 


Were likewiſe ſlain, and very many 


were mortally wounded. 


Sir Gilbert Haughton himſelf 
eſcaped by flight to Wigham, Capt. 
Farrington and Capt. Preſton were 
taken priſoners; and old Mr. An- 
derton of Clayton (their Comman- 
der) was alſo taken priſoner, toge- 


ther with Mr. George Talbot, Si- 


John Talbot's ſon; Mr. Richard 
Fleetwood; Mr. Blundel; Mr. 
Abbot 
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Abbot; Mr. Manſley; 
Mr. Thomas Haughton, and Capt. 
Heughton, Sir Gilbert's nephew, 
all men of quality; Ralph Shor- 


Mr. Townley, of Townley, very 
hardly eſcaped by flight. 


Lady Heughton and Lady Gir- 
- MWlington, wives to their Chief Lea- 
ty hers. were alſo taken as prizes : 


y WH We alſo took three pieces of ord- 


nance and a large mortar-piece, a 


great number of muſkets, and ma- 


I: ny horſes, with two or three co- 
Mt. ¶lours, and divers inhabitants of the 
re town were pillaged on purpoſe : 
n- MWThere were but two or three bar- 
n- Wrels of powder found in the town. 


We had not one officer ſlain on 
our ſide, and but three or four com- 
mon-ſoldiers in this aſſault, which 


rock, John Hilton and above 200 
others of meaner condition ; but 


F | Was 
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was very remarkable and ſurpriſing, 
conſidering the number flain and 
taken prifoners on the enemy's fide: 
But, indeed, we gave the enemy no 
time to annoy us with their great 
guns, our entry was ſo quick and 
violent, and the execution done was 
chiefly by the ſword and club-men, 
who did excellent ſervice. 


This victory in taking the town, 
was not only very extraordinary in 
itſelf in ſecuring a place of great 
advantage and preſervation to the 
parliament” s forces, but likewile in 
preventing the enemy from march- 
ing their . forces and intercepting 
our paſſage from Newcaſtle to 
Cheſter and Shrewſbury, fo that the 
country in general was now open, 
and conſequently of ſingular advan- 
tage to our forces in general, 


Much about this time a Jarge 
ſhip, 
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ſhip, laden with neceſſary ſupplies 


for the King's forces 1n theſe parts, 


or rather (as ſuppoſed) for the Iriſn 


rebels, were driven by fireſs of 
weather upon the ſands in this coun- 


ty, whereof the brave Mancheſ- 


trians having notice, they {ſpeedily 
poſted thither, together with ſome 
other of the Parliament's forces, {e1z- 
ed upon the ſaid ſhip, and took out of 
her nineteen pieces of braſs ordnance 
and two iron ones, with much 
powder and arms. 1 


The next day the Earl of Derby 
came up with a body of men, in- 
tending to have preſerved the ſaid 
ſhip, but he was too late, and there- 
fore loſt his labour, as he had often 
done before in contending with his 
countrymen; however he poſſeſſed 
himſelf of the hull of the ſhip only, 
and becauſe he would (as he thought) 
get himſelf ſome honour, having 
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loſt ſo much, he ſet her on fire, 
but withal made haſte to return for 


fear he ſhould be eſpied by the light 
of the flame, and ſo be himſelf tur- 
priſed. 


Very ſhortly after this Serjeant 


Major Birch was ſent from Preſton 
to Lancaſter with a body of men, 
in order to ſubdue the enemy in that 


town, who marched up with ſo 


much precipitation, together with 
ſuch courage and reſolution, that the 
enemy were ſtruck with ſuch fear 
and timidity of ſpirit, that they made 
little or no reſiſtance, ſo that he 
eaſily took poſſeſſion of the place 
and became maſter of i it, the town\- 


men aſſiſting him. 


The Earl of Derby now * at 
Wigan with a large body of men 


| ſtrongly entrenched, it being a place 


where much of. the enemy's trea- 
ſure 
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ſure and ammunition were repoſit- 
ed: Major General Sir John Seaton 


marched his forces from Preſton to- 


wards that place, together with his 


brave Mancheſtrians, and club-men 
of thoſe parts, where a battle im- 


mediately began with the greateſt 
fury on both iides, and for ſome 
time remained doubtful, but at 
length victory declared for the Par- 
liament's General, and the Earl of 


Derby beat off the field and com- 


pelled to fy towards Blackburn. 


There were made thn of the 
Earl's forces about 800 men, 500 
or upwards fled with the Duke; 
above one thouſand arms, beſides 
ordnance and other ammunition, 
fell into our hands, and treaſure 


and goods to the value of twenty 


thouſand pounds at leaſt. 


From henee the Mancheſtrians, 
5 with 
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with their faithful and valiant Ger- 
man engineer, marched on to 
Warrington, a place alſo of good 
ſtrength and great reſort of the 
enemy, which preſently they came 
before, and ſet down, and beſieged 
it in form; the enemy immediately 
fled to the church and ſteeple, and 
exceeding boldly and reſolutely 
defended themſelves for ſome tiine, 
but the brave Mancheſtrians en- 
vironed them on every fide, raited 
2 battery againſt the church, and 
obliged the enemy to ſurrender 
themſelves priſoners of war. 


Theſe advantages gained over the 
King's party by the parliament's 
forces, came ſo cloſe one upon ano- 
ther, that it almoſt put an end to the 
civil broils in this part of the coun- 
try, and had the Earl of Derby ſtopt 
here when he returned from burn- 
ing the large ſhip aforementioned, 
it 
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it is likely the country in general 
had been freed at preſent from theſe 


calamities; but the Earl fled to a 


town called Whaley, near Black- 


burn, his army then conſiſted of 
about five hundred horſe, five 


bundred foot, and two thouſand 

club-men; the inhabitants thereof 
not expecting ſuch a viſitant were 
very much ſurpriſed, and not be- 


ing provided properly for defending 


themſelves againſt ſo potent an 


enemy, they calmly ſubmitted, and 
the Earl took poſſeſſion of the town 
without moleſtation ; but knowin 
very well how the affections of the 
town, and country adjacent, were 
towards him, he took every method 
in his power to ſecure himſelf 
and his troops from being ſurpriſed 
by the enemy; he therefore took 
poſſeſſion of the church and lined it 
with men, and the ſteeple likewiſe; 
and took every other precaution 
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neceſſary, in order if poſſible to 


fruſtrate every attack of the enemy, 


Whilſt the Earl was thus buſied 
in ſecuring himſelf, the country 
around him were as buſy in rait- 

ing and collecting together what 
ſtrength they could in order to diſ- 


lodge ks if poſſible, from his 
ſtrong hold. 


They preſently gathered her 
a body of about three hundred 
muſketeers, three hundred hore, 


and two hundred club-men, and 
_ notwithſtanding the Earl was not 


only ſuperior in force, but alſo bet- 


ter fituated than they, yet they were 
reſolved to attack him, which they 


immediately did ; beat them out of 
the church and ſteeple, and from 


every other poſt, and preſently 


drove them out ot the town into 


the open field. 
This 
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This defeat ſo exaſperated the 


Earl, that he challenged them into 
the ficld there to decide the matter, 


which challenge they accepted, 


and forthwith marched out and fu- 
riouſly ſet upon him, ſlew three 
hundred of his men, routed the 
whole army, and purſued them up- 
wards of ſix miles. 


The RY with his ſcattered ar- 
my, flew towards Wigan,. and there 
collected what forces he could, 
in order, if poſlible, to retrieve his 
loſt reputation, in which he had 
ſuffered very much in taking up 
arms againſt the generality of his 
countrymen. 


This affair happened the latter 
end of April, and in the beginning 
of May following, the brave Man- 


cheſtrians, under the command of 


Colonel Aſhton, with about two 
| 5 thouſand 
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thouſand horſe and foot, marched 
towards Wigan, where Colonel 
Tilſley commanded for the Earl of 
Derby, with nine troops of horſe, 
and ſeveral hundred foot, but when 
the brave Colonel Aſhton appeared 


before the town, the enemy were 


ſmitten with aſtoniſhment of heart, 
durſt not maintain their ground, 
but fled away to Latham, leaving 


Wigan to their poſſeſſion. 


Whereupon the Colonel demo- 


liſhed all the out-works and forti- 


fications, burnt the new gates and 
poſts the enemy had ſet up, took 
an oath of the townſmen never to 
bear arms againſt the king and par- 
liament, and then the Colonel pur- 
ſued the enemy in their flight to 
Latham, whereupon the Earl of 
Derby and his company fled from 
thence to a town called Preſcot, 


thinking there to have drawn in the 


country 


_ cloſe thither alſo, and the enemy 
was forced to fly back to Latham; 


ton, whither alſo the Mancheſtrians, 
giving neither themſelves nor their 
enemy any reſt, followed them 


ſued by Colonel Aſhton, whoſe 
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country to his aiſiſtance, but the 
brave Mancheſtrians purſued them 


but Colonel Aſhton ſtill purſued 
them and forced them from thence 
again, and made them fly to Preſ— 


cloſe, ſtill driving the Earl thence 
alſo, and made him fly either to 
Hornby-Caſtle, or elſe to the Queen 
into the North. 


His forces were driven at I: aft 
eight miles from Preſton, and pur- 


forces much encreaſed by theſe his 
proſperous proceedings, for many 
of the Earl's Soldiers left him and 
joined the Colonel, and chearfully 
oftered their ſervice. 
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The Earl being thus purſued 
from place to place, and out of one 


ſtrong hold after another, and his 


forces as well as himſelf entirely 


expelled out of the country; he 


ſhortly after ſent a letter to Colonel 
Aſhton, deſiring him not to fire 
his houſe at Lattiam, promiſing 
-_ three hundred pounds to ſpare 

3 but the noble Colonel ſent him 
* that he ſcorned his money or 
the firing of his houſe, and deſired 
nothing more of him than if he 
pleaſed to meet him and to give 
him battle, but the Earl utterly de- 
clined it: and thus the enemy of 
their country, being haunted like 


as many ravenous beaſts out of every 


ſtrong hold, the whole county of 
Lancaſter was wonderfully and pro- 
videntially freed from all the toils, 


fears and calamities they had ſome- 


time undergone in this unnatural 
war, Warrington omy excepted ; 
FS where 
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where a party of the enemy had 


collected themſelves erer, after 
they had been diſperſed from thence; 
but about the beginning of June 


the brave Mancheſtrians again 


formed themſelves into a body, and 
with the greateſt courage and ala- 
crity marched towards Warrington, 
determined to diſlodge them; they 
preſently arrived there, and imme- 
diately ſtormed the town, and forc- 
ed the enemy, ſword in hand, to 


ſurrender, notwithitanding Lord 


Capell had ſent the enemy word at 
Warrington, if they would hold 
out the town a little longer, he 
would certainly relieve them, but 
the meſſenger was intercepted by 
the Namptwich forces, who un- 
der ſtanding thereby Lord Capell 
was marching that way, they made 
out with all ſpeed to White-Charch, 
and ſuddenly ſurpriſed that town, 


ſlew one hundred and fifty of the 


enemy, 
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enemy, and took forty priſoners, 


ſome of them men of great worth 


and quality; took 500 arms, and 
ammunition of powder and bullets, 
and manned and fortified the town 
for the king and parliament. 


At Warrington were taken at 


leaſt ſix hundred priſoners, and 


eight pieces of ordnance: Thus 
they wiped Lord Capell's noſe, 
and almoſt entirely put an end to 
the civil commotions in this part 


of the country. 
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To the READER. 

HE following narrative was ta- 

ken from a manuſcript originally 
written by Joſeph Liſter, who was 
an eye-witneſs to the ſore diſtreſſes and 
wretched misfortunes that befell Brad- 
ford in the unhappy reign of King 
_ CHARLES The. firſt, where is inſert- 
ed, in the moſt impartial manner, 
every material circumſtance relative 
thereto; together with ſeveral other 
curious and intereſting obſervations 
elected. from other celebrated Hiftori- 
ans in thoſe days, which the above 
Author has not taken notice of, as 


they probably fell not under his eye. 


 Wherein the reader may perceive 


how wretched and deplorable was 
the ſtate and condition of thoſe unhap- 


py people; to what frraits and difficul- 


tes 
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ties they were driven; their goods and 

chattles taken from them or thrown 
into the ſtreets, and themſelves, ma- 
ny of them, driven from their habita- 
tions, even with the loſs of ſome 4 their 
lives. 


Moreover, the peruſer has an oþ- 
portunity of learning a moſt uſeful and 
profitable leſſon, by comparing theſe 
happy and peaceable times (when e- 
very man may fit under his own vine 
and under his own figtree, and none 
dare make him afraid } with thoſe of 
anarchy and confuſun, when one 
neighbour was afraid of another; per- 
haps father againſt fon and brother 
again? brother ; how ought we to 
mplore the Almighty, that no ſuch 
miſeries may ever befall our happy na- 
tion! That we and our riſing genera- 
Hon may never live to experience the 
like, is the vearty prayer of, 


Yours, &fc. 


— 


wa, 
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VE SE SENS AS ASSES 


GENUINE ACCOUNT, &c. 


N the year 1642, one Lord's 
day I went to Pudſey to hear 
the * Rev. Mr. Wales preach, and 
whilſt divine ſervice was perform- 


ing, 


* The Rev. Mr. Elkana Wales, of Tri- 
nity College, Cambridge, was the ſecond 
of ſeven ſons of Mr. John Wales, of Idle, 
an eminent preacher in thoſe days; multitudes 
from all the country round flocked to hear 
him; he was courted by the grandees of that 
age, with whom he might eaſily have made his 
own terms, but no offers of preterment could 
prevail with him to leave his people ; Lord 
Fairfax in particular had a ſingular eſteem 
for him. He was miniſter at Pudſey above 
fifty years, until the five-mile act came forth, 
which cauſed him to remove to Leeds, and 
there was an aſſiſtant to. the Rev. Mr. Todd, 
where he died in an advanced age. His 
motto was, Leſs tan the leaſt * all Saints. 
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ing, a man whoſe name was Sugden, 
came haſtily up to the chapel door, 
and with a lamentable voice cried 
out, Friends we are all as good as 
dead men, for the + Iriſh rebels 
are gotten to Rochdale, and will 
be at Halifax and Bradford ſhortly; 
he added no more, but immediatelv 
ſet off towards Bradford, the place 
from whence he .came, on purpoſe 
to alarm the country. 


Imagine, dear reader, for my 
pen 1s not able to deſcribe the con- 
fuſion and diforder of the whole 
congregation, ſome ran out in the 

greateſt 


+ Previous to this there had been an in- 
ſurrection in Ireland, wherein the Iriſh Papiſts 


had maſſacred 100,000 Proteſtants, men, 


women and children in one night, and had 
alſo threatened that when they had diſpatch- | 
ed the handful that was left there, they 


would come and do the fame with the par- 


lament and Proteſtants here. 
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greateſt conſternation, others begun 
to talk with their friends, the wo- 
men in general wrung their hands 
and wept, the children ſcreamed 


aloud and clung to their parents, 


horror and amazement ſat upon 
every countenance, inſomuch that 
the miniſter was prevented going 
on in his work for ſome time, till 
by ſoft perſuaſions, and exhorting 
them to a ſteady truſt and conh- 
dence in the Lord; at length they 
became a little compoſed, and he 
went on peaceably to the end of the 
ſervice. At the concluſion thereof 
I immediately ſet home to Bradford, 
with great anxiety of mind ; at my 
coming thither, I found the inha- 
bitants gathered together in par- 
ties, adviſing and conſulting toge- 
ther, what method to purſue (for 
they had heard the rebels had got 
to Halifax) in this their deplorable 

ſtate and ſituation; at length it was 
"OP deter- 
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determined to ſend a party of horſe- 
men to Halifax, to enquire further 
into the truth of the matter, who, 
at their coming there, found it all 
an untruth, for the ſuppoſed rebels 
were only a few poor Proteſtants 
who had fled out of Ireland to pre- 
vent their falling a prey to the rage 
and malice of the unmerciful Pa- 
piſts, who were ſtill purſuing the 
lives of thoſe who had hitherto 
com their bloody purpole. 


This news at the meſſenger” s re- 
turn cauſed a general joy and glad- 
neſs in every breaſt, for before all 
was confuſion and deſpair, each one 
forming to himſelf how to preſerve 
his own and the lives of thoſe for 
whom he was concerned (for the 
preſervation of life ſwallows up al- 
moſt every idea whatſoever ;) their 
countenances now ſpoke the inward 
lenſation of their minds, their ſpi- 
rits 
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rits reſumed their wonted vigour 


and alacrity, and trade and occupa- 
tion begun a little again to revive. 


But ah ! how ſhort and fleeting 
are all terreſtrial enjoyments, how 
are they ſubject to changes and vi- 
ciflitudes ! for in a very ſhort time 
after this, a body of horſe and foot, 
of the King's troops, were ſent and 
quartered in the town, who threa- 
tened the inhabitants what they 
would do, only waiting for orders 
to execute and ſatiate their bloody 
deſigns upon us, by deſtroying all 
with fire and ſword. 


Here, gentle reader, pauſe a little, 
and reflect what a deplorable ſtate 
and condition the inhabitants of 
Bradford muſt now be in; none 
durſt ſcarce appear in public nor go 
about their lawful concerns; horror 
and deſpair clouded every counte- 
nance, 
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nance, and diſtreſſed the mind of 
every individual; before it was onl 

report, but now it is matter of fact; 
till now danger was at a conſidera- 
ble diſtance, but nov it is a reality, 
4.d | t our very doors; deiolation 
and deſtruction appear with the moſt _ 
formidable and frightful aſpect! 
Oh! may our riſing generations ne- 


ver feel the calamities of a civil 
war. 


After ſome time it pleaſed God in 
his providence to favour us with a 
little reſpite, for theſe troops were 
recalled, and we again leit at leiſure 


to act in ſuch a manner as beſt ſuited 


our preſent circumſtances. 


| We now began to think of put- 
ting ourſelves in ſome poſture of 
defence, ſuppoſing it might not be 
long before another viſit would be 
paid us, accordingly we called to 


Our 
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dur aſſiſtance the neighbouring vil- 
lages, who willingly came and ſe- 
conded our reſolutions; we there- 
fore ſet about fortifying ourſelves 


with the greateſt alacrity, reſolution 


and aſſiduity, in order, if poſſible, 
to fruſtrate every attempt that might 
be made upon us to deprive us of 
our liberties and properties from 
every invader whatſoever, for we 
had not the leaſt reaſon to hope for 
any mercy from their hands, but 
every 2 to the — 


We blocked up every avenue 


leading into the town, ſent out ſpies, 
and watched every motion of the 
enemy, a party of which lay at 
Leeds; ere long news was brought 
they were breaking up their quar- 
ters, and making every preparation 


in order to attack us; accordingly. 


every man that was able to make 


any — provided himſelf with 
ſuch 
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ſuch weapons as they could beſt 
procure, . and every thing requiſite 
tor their defence; accordingly the 
enemy came forward, and pitched 
their tents on that part of the com- 


mon called Hundercliff, in three 


ſeparate bodies, where they en- 
trenched themſelves and lay there 
for that day, which was about a 
mile diſtant from the town; the 
next morning they ſtruck their tents 


and advanced towards us, and came 


to the brow of the hill, where they 
exhibited to our view their enſigns 


of war, which were truly very awe- 


tul and tremendous to behold ; here 
they halted, and made every prepa- 


were about ſeven or eight Hat 
men, we about three hundred ; 


we had none ; they began to play 
their ordnance upon us with great 
fury; we drew up cloſe to the town, 

18 in 


tation neceſſary to attack us; they 


they had ſeveral pieces of cannon, 
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in order to receive them; they had 
the advantage of the ground, which 
expoſed us more to their cannon, 
from which we ſuſtained ſome loſs; 
but our men defended theſe paſſes 
ſo well, by which they were to de- 
ſcend, that they got no ground of 
us; moreover, whilſt each party were 
exerting themſelves to the utmoſt 
of their power, providence in a 
moſt miraculous and ſurpriſing 
manner interfered in our favour, by 
ſending the heavieſt ſhower of ſnow, 
attended with a mighty ſtrong and 
bluſtring wind, which beat direct- 
ly in their faces with ſuch impetu- 
oſity, that they were not able to 
withſtand or ſupport it ; beſides, at 
the ſame time, one of their great 
guns burſt aſunder, which ſo inti- 


midated and ſtruck them with a- 


mazement, that they, with the 
greateſt precipitation and confuſion, 
Hed towards Leeds, whilſt we, not 


_— 
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thinking i it prudent to purſue them, 
by reaſon of the hurricane and o- 


ther inconveniences, returned into L 


the town. 


Thus it pleaſed the Almighty to 
deliver us out of the jaws of death, 
and afford us a ſecond opportunity 
of providing againſt another attack, 
which we might reaſonably expect 
would be much more formidable 
than the laſt, that they might re- 


ſhameful and unexpected defeat; for 


and final deſtruction, and promiſed 
themſelves nothing ſhort of ſucceſs. 


We again called in freſh ſuccours 
to our aſſiſtance from Halifax, Bing- 


ey, and their adjacent villages, and 


they came willingly and ſpeedily to 
aſſiſt us; we alſo got a Captain 
from Halifax, a man of military 


G 2 ſkill, 


renge themſelves upon us for their 


they had determined upon our ruin 
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{kill, who inſtructed us in the beſt 
manner poſſible how to guard and 
fortify ourſelves, which we ſet a- 
bout with the greateſt diligence 
imaginable, underſtanding that the 
Earl of Newcaſtle, who command- 
ed the King's forces, had got a very 
ſtrong reinforcement, and had plun- 
dered Leeds already, and intended 
to pay us another unwelcome viſit, 
that they might ſatiate their re- 
venge upon us with the greateſt 
avidity; we therefore reſolved to 
conquer or die, there was no alter- 
native; our Captain muſtered all 
his men, which were about eighty 
that had muſkets or long guns; 
the greateſt part of theſe he placed 
in the church and upon the ſteeple; 
the reſt were armed with clubs, 
ſcythes, ſpits, flails, halberts, ſic- 
kles laid in long poles, 'and ſuch 
like ruſtick weapons ; theſe he plac- 
ed in ſuch a manner, and in ſuch 

3 order, 
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order, as beſt to prevent the enemy 


from entering the town, or taking 
poſſeſſion of the church, which we 


firſt and chief attempt to do; we 
accordingly bent our thoughts for 
the ſafety of that place, which was 


ed and profane purpoſes ; we there- 
fore hung large ſheets of wool upon 
that fide of the ſteeple facing the 
road by which they were to ap- 
proach us, ſo cloſe to each other, 
and ſo nigh the roof of the church, 


a ben to penetrate the ſteeple. 
Having thus taken every method 

we remained quiet for ſome days, 

our {pies being out, with poſitive 


orders, upon the firſt moving of the 
enemy: towards us, to repair hither 


very well underſtood would be their 


. ſacred. to God and man, how to ſe- 
cure it, if poſſible, from their wick - 


that it would be with difficulty for 


requiſite for its ſecurity and our own, | 


63 ' with 


December, being the ſabbath-day, 
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with the greateſt ſpeed imaginable, 


and to alarm the country as they 
paſſed along. 


Accordingly, on the 18th of 


the Earl of Newcaſtle ſent the van 
of his army again from Leeds, con- 
fiſting of five troops of horſe, fix 
troops of dragoons, and two hun- 
dred foot, commanded by Colonel 
Goring, Colonel Evans, Sir William 
Savile, and Sir John Gotheric, in- 
tending with theſe troops to ſur- 
priſe the town while the inhab:- 
tants were engaged in divine ſervice; 
but our ſcouts return and alar 

the town and country of their ap 
proach; and now what hurry and 


_ confuſion immediately enſue ; the 


whole congregation betake them 
ſelves to flight, and ſeek for refug 
where they think moſt ſafe ; ever 
man is now ordered to his poſt 

armee 
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armed with ſuch weapons as he 
was beforehand provided withall ; 


the church and ſteeple um 


in the beſt manner we poſſibly 


could, being determined (relying 


upon divine aſſiſtance) to defend it 


to the laſt extremity. 


a they approach us with 
the ſound of warlike muſic, and 
their ſtreamers flying in the air; 


tremendous fight! enough to make 


the ſtouteſt heart to tremble! to 
ſhake the nerves, and looſe the 
Joints of every beholder! Amazing, 
to ſee the different effects it had up- 


on others, who were fired with rage 


even to madneſs, and filled with re- 
venge almoſt to enthuſiaſm ! 


They then advanced nearer, and 


ſet down in Barker-end, not above 
three hundred paces above the 


f church, where they raiſed a battery 


bw 


X * 9 
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againſt it, but chiefly againſt the 


ſteeple, intending, if poſſible, to 
eraſe it to the ground; perhaps be- 
cauſe they feared to ſuffer the great- 
eſt harm by thoſe who were placed 


therein; ten or twelve of the beſt 


markſmen being in that part of the 
ſteeple judged moſt proper to annoy 


the enemy; others were in and a- 


about the church, and every paſs 
leading thereto, and thoſe into the 
town were guarded in the beſt man- 


ner our little army of men would 
admit of, which were very ſmall 
in compariſon to the number of 


our enemies, which we thought 
upward of two thouſand, with a 


train of artillery ſuitable thereto. 


Each party being i in this poſition, 


the enemy began to fire with the 


greateſt fury upon us, and eſpecial- 
ly againſt the ſteeple, and in a ſmall 


{pace of time diſcharged their great 


guns 
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guns ſeventeen times; at length one 


of our men with a fowling- - piece, 
from off the ſteeple, killed one of 


their cannoneers, and inſtantly we 
all, with the greateſt courage, reſo- 
lution and intrepidity, iſſued out of 


the town upon the enemy, who ex- 


pected rather a ſpeedy ſurrender 
than reſiſtance ; this ſo much daunt- 
ed and ſurpriſed them, that they 
were at a loſs what courle to take ; 
but, perceiving how advantageous 
. the ſteeple was to our. men, and 


how they were incommoded by 


the fire from thence, they pre- 
ſently poſſeſſed themſelves of ſome 


houſes and a barn nearer the church, 
very convenient for the ſhelter of 


their men, and brought their can- | 


non alſo nearer the church; from 
hence they ſent out Sir John Go- 
theric's troop of horſe, who encom-- 
paſſed the town and ſome little 
villages on the fide of it; they. 

8 5 robbed; 
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robbed a woman moſt baſely, and 
_ cowardly flew two naked (or un- 


armed) men as they paſſed by; and 


fo coming within ſight of the town's 


{ſentinel at the weſt-end, the ſenti- 
nel fired upon them, and wounded 


two or three of their horſes, one of 


which, being but ſlightly hurt, was 
brought into the town; and in a 
little time, partly by the ſhot from 
the town, and partly by the approach 
of ſome club-men from Bingley, 
they were forced to return to their 


party. 


In the mean time, their cannon 
being removed to a place they 


could more conveniently play upon 


the town, and eſpecially upon that 
part called Kirkgate, by which the 
townſmen muſt of neceflity march 
in order to relieve their party, and 
beſt refiſt the enemy ; thoſe upon 
the ſteeple made great havock and 

| confuſion 
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confuſion among the enemy, for 
when any buff or ſcarlet coat ap- 
peared within their reach, they had 


two or three guns pointed in one 


hole, and diſcharged at once upon 


them, and generally with ſucceſs, {| 


which thereby greatly deterred the 
reſt from relieving their men which 
were in the houſes; and thus they 


continued till high noon ;. about 


which time there came to our aſ- 


fiſtance ſome fire-men and club- 


men from Halifax, who immedi- 


ately were put to ſervice, ſome in 
the church, others in the lanes near 


the houſes where the enemy lodg- 
ed; thoſe in the church and lanes 


kept the houſes in play, and thoſe 


on the ſteeple hindered the enemy 
from relieving thoſe in the houſes ; 
but ſeeing this was not the way to 
repel the enemy, for the largeneſs 


of the church windows, and the 
ſmallneſs of their houſes, made 
G = dei 
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their aſſault more ſecure and our 
defence more dangerous ; which the 
townſmen perceiving, and, that this 
way did but waſte themſelves and 
their ammunition, they therefore 
reſolved to win or loſe all at once 
by a general aſſault; therefore, 
watching an opportunity betwixt 
the diſcharge and charging again of 
the cannon of the enemy, our men 
ſallied ont of the church, and being 
ſeconded by thoſe in the lanes, 
ruſhed up to the houſes, burſt open 
the doors, flew them that reſiſted, 
and took thoſe that yielded, the reſt 
fled into the field adjoining, where 
ſome of the townſmen followed 
(the greateſt part of them being 
emploved in conveying the men 
and ammunition which the enemy 
had left behind them) and in the 
field the ſkirmiſh grew hotter than 
ever; the townimen were too eager 
to keep rank and file, tho' they _ 
fore 
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fore had been taught ſo to do; but 
this diſorder proved very advantage- 
ous to our men, for mixing them- 
ſelves with the enemy, they there- 
by fought ſecurely even in the 
mouth of the enemy's cannon, and 
in the eye of one body of their for- 


ces, both placed in the field above 


them, they not daring to diſcharge 
their cannon upon us, Jeſt in ſo do 
ing they ſhould deſtroy their own 

men together with us; otherwiſe 
they had ten fire-men for one, and 
might have cut us all off in an in- 
ſtant; nor could our men uſe their 
muſkets but as clubs. To ſpeak 
ingenuouſly, their commanders be- 


ing exaſperated at the cowardice 
of their common ſoldiers, manifeſt- 


ed greater courage themſelves; but 
they were well paid for it, for our 
ſcythes and clubs now and then 
reached them ſorely, and tew elſe 
did the townſinen aim at; one a- 
mong 
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mong the reſt in a ſcarlet coat (ſaid 


to be Colonel Goring himſelf) our 
club-men had got hold of, and were 
ſpoiling of him, but a party of 
their horſe fearing the loſs of ſuch 
a man, became more courageous 


than they intended, ſo leaping over 


a hedge, came full gallop upon our 
men, forcing them to give a little 
ground, but they quickly recovered 
themſelves, tho' they loſt their 
man, and, redoubling their courage, 


would neither give nor take quar- 
ter (not through cruelty but igno- 
rance, as the enemy themlſelve 
_ afterwards confeſſed) and in the end 


forced both man and horſe out of 
the field: Vet ours could not keep 
it, for now being ſeparated from the 


enemy, their muſketeers were at 


liberty to play upon our men; and 
now, indeed, they rained ſuch : 
ſhower of leadamong them, as forc- 


ed them to retreat to the next hedge 


for 
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for ſhelter, and ſo hindered them 
from purſuing their men ; their ord- 


nance alſo all this time playing 


upon the town and ſteeple; never- 
theleſs, that which was planted 


againſt the ſteeple did it no harm; 


that intended to ſcour Kirkgate, 
tho' planted in the molt advantage- 
ous place, tho' the ſtreets were 
people, 
and, tho' the bullets did hit ſome of 
the houſes, and ſome few vhiſtled 
thro' the ſtreets, yet was not any 
man hurt therewith; which was 
nothing ſhort of the wonderful 
goodneſs of the Almighty in pro- 
tecting the lives of the inhabitants 


1n ſuch a ſurpriſing and miraculous 


manner. 


One circumſtance ſomewhat re- 
markable cannot be omitted; du- 


ring the heat of this action, a ſtout 
young officer (ns to be the Earl of 


New- 
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off their baggage before; and thus 
| the 
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Newport's ſon) heading a company 
of foot, came down the field on the 
left fide of the high road, under 
cover of a thick hedge, intend- 


ing to force a paſſage through a 


houſe, and ſo ſurpriſe the church, 
He (the officer) being too ſanguine, 
puſhing on a little too faſt before 
his men, fell into an ambuſcade; 
being cut off from his men, and 


ſeeing no way to eſcape, begged 


for quarter, but was anſwered by 
one Ralph Atkinſon, ſaying, H: 
would give him Bradford Quarter, 
and immediately flew him. His 
men underſtanding what had hap- 
pened, and ſtruck with aſtonith- 
ment at the loſs of their leader, fled 
with the greateſt precipitation, and 
were purſued by a party of our 
men, who {lew ſome of them; then 
the whole body of the enemy be- 
gun to retreat; for they had ſent 
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BRAD FORD. 162 
the terror of the Lord, and our 


men falling upon them, away they 
went (uſing their feet better than 


their hands) and about fifty of our 
muſketeers and clubmen after them, 


which courage of ours did moſt of all 
aſtoniſh the enemy, who ſaid after- 
wards, no fifty men in the world, 
except they were mad or drunk, 
would have purſued one thouſand. 


Our men, indeed, ſhot and fought 


as if they had been mad, and the 


enemy truly fell as if they had been 


drunk; ſome diſcharged ten, ſome 


twelve times in the purſuit, and 


having the whole body of the ene- 


my for their butt, it may eaſily be 


imagined what good execution was 


done in a mile and a half purſuit, 
for they followed them up to the 


moor; but fearing to be environed by 
the horſe, they retreated, ſo weary 
after eight hours fight (for ſo long 
it laſted) that they could ſcarce re- 
turn to the town. One 


re — — — * 
* 2 Sa.” 3 
— — —— 2 


162 TAKING, &c. OF 
One thing I cannot omit; a 
hearty Round-head (for ſo the ene- 


my called us) left by his comrades, 


and ſurrounded by three of the 


_ enemy's horſe, diſcharged his mul- 


ket upon one, ſtruck down another's 


| horſe with the butt- end of it, broke 


a third's ſword, beating it back to 
his throat, and put them all to 


flight, which relation (tho' ſtrange 


as the reſt) yet 1s moſt certainly 
true. 


There was lain in this notable 


and remarkable ſkirmiſh, Sir John 


Harp, the Earl of Newport's ſon 
(by Atkinſon, who took great ſtore 


of gold out of his pockets, a gold 


ring, &c. but it is ſaid upon a ſe- 


rious reflection, he greatly lamented 


ſo raſh an action) and Capt. Binns 
whom the enemy carried away to 


Leeds, who died of his wounds 


three days after. Their wounded 
Was 
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was Sir John Gotheric (whoſe horſe 


was killed with a ſcythe,) Colonel 
Goring, General of = horſe, and 


about one hundred common ſol- 
diers: Of ours not above three at 


molt fell by the enemy, and about 


twelve wounded, all curable except 
two: There were alſo taken priſoners 
of the enemy, ſerjeant- major Crew,. 
twenty-ſix common ſoldiers, about 


ten horſes, 1801b. weight of pow- { 


der, and about forty muſkets. Thus 
our wants were ſupplied out of our 


__ enemy's ſtore, leaving us in a much 


better ſtock of arms and ammuni- 
tion than we had at their firſt com- 


ing. 


The next ay the enemy ſent a 
trumpeter to demand the body of 


the Earl's fon, which was given {| 
them. Thus the hand of the Lord 


again appeared in the moſt conſpi- 
cuous and aſtoniſhing manner in 
: our 
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our deliverance, who; by a hand- 


ful of raw unſkilful men, triumphed 
over and put to rout an army of 1000 
- men well-armed and diſciplined for 
war: With truth may it be ſaid, 
| The battle is not to the Hrongeſi nor 
the race to the fo zffeſt. 


. enemy now 3 to 


dee to the other part of their 
army lying there, and we again left 
at leiſure to reflect upon our won- 


derful and nnn deliverance. 


le we began to hg the worſt 


was paſt, that the enemy would 


perhaps leave this part of the coun- 
try, and we left at liberty to follow 
our reſpective callings ; 3 but pre- 
ſently after this my Lord Fairfax, 
and Sir Thomas his ſon, arrived at 


Bradford, with a body of forces, 


and collected what aſſiſtance they 


could poffibly here, and marched 


towards 


te 
t 
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towards Wakefield, in order to give 
the Earl of Newcalitle battle. They 
met at Adwalton, and i:amediately 
engaged each other, where my Lord 
was routed, and his army diſperſed. 
My Lord took the road to Brad- 
ford, with part of his ſcattered ar- 
my ; Sir Thomas took towards Ha- 
lifax, with the other part, but the 
next day arrived at Bradford, and 
joined my Lord, as has been before 
related in his Memoirs; and now 
our troubles begin again; freſh 
ſtorms ariſe, and clouds of ſorrows 
gather blackneſs over our heads, 
threatning us with greater diſtreſſes, 
if poſſible, than heretofore ; for 
the Earl of Newcaſtle, fluſhed with 
the victory he had now gained over 
my Lord Fairfax, and fired with 
rage againſt us for the repulſe we 
had lately given hin, immediately | 
marched a moſt formidable army 
towards us, where he ſets down at a 

nlace 
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place called Bowling-Hall, and pre- 


ſently comes forward to a place 
convenient for his purpoſe, where 


he directly points his cannon upon 


the town, but more eſpecially a- 


gainſt the church and ſteeple, as if 


he was determined to revenge him- 


ſelf of that place from whence 
he had of late met with ſuch ſevere 
treatment. 


We therefore took every precau- 
tion to prevent his miſchievous 


purpoſe, and again hung ſheets of 


wool on that ſide the ſteeple facing 
their battery, and put ourſelves in 
the beſt poſture of defence poſſible, 
in hopes of repulſing them once 


more. They preſently began to 
play their cannon upon us with 


the greateſt fury and indignation 


imaginable, ſo that their ſhot cut 


the cords whereon the ſheets of 


woo! hung, and down they fell, 
| which 
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which the enemy immediately per- 
ceiving, loudly huzza'd at their fall! 
but night approaching, the fire of 
their cannon in ſome meaſure 
ceaſed, and we in ſome fort repair- 
ed our breaches. 


The next day, being the Sabbath, 
a drum was beat for a parley, which 
was agreed to on both fides, and 
continued the moſt part of that 
day : In the mean time the enemy 
took the opportunity to remove 
their cannon, brought them nearer 
the town, and fixed them in a cer- 
tain place called Goodman's-End, 
directly againſt the heart of the- 
town, and ſurrounding us on every 
fide with horſe and foot, ſo that 
it was almoſt impoſſible for a 
fingle perſon to eſcape; nor could 
the troops within the town act 
upon the defenſive for want of 
ammunition, which they had loſt 


"a 
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in- their laſt defeat at Adwalton, 
nor had they a ſingle match but 


ſuch as were made of twiſted cords 
dipped 1 in oil. 


n night the parley broke 
up, but nothing offered advantage- 
ous to the troops in general, or to 
the town in particular, ſo that they 


immediately opened this new bat- 


tery upon us, and made a moſt 


furious fre therewith ; three men 
ſitting together on a bench at the 
lower part of Goodman's-End, two 


of them were cut off, and ſwept 
out of Time in a moment. 


Oh that dreadful and never- to- 


be- forgotten night, which was moſt- 
ly ſpent in firing thoſe deadly en 


gines upon us! ſo that the . 


iſſuing therefrom, appeared like 


lightening from heaven, the ele- 
ments being as it were on fire, and 


the 


fin pond gap breed A  Y ond wa oank 
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but a handful of men in compari- 


in hand, or die in the deſperate 


or from, the town, with ſtrong par- 
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the loud roaring of the cannon re- 
ſembling the mighty thunders of 
the ſky! At the dead of night Sir 
Thomas Fairfax called a council of 
war, and ſeeing there was not the 
leaſt poſſibility of defending the 
town or themſelves, as they were 


ſon of the enemy ; it was therefore 
unanimouſly reſolved upon, that, 
at break of day the next morning, 
every man ſhould endeavour to force 
his way through the enemy, ſword 


attempt ; there was no alternative, 
every other method was im practica- 
ble, and this had ſmall appearance 
of ſucceſs; for the enemy had 
blocked up every avenue leading to, 


ties of horſe and foot; but Sir 
Thomas, for his own part, and his 
officers likewiſe, were determined 
not to give up themſelves priſoners 


H to 
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to the mercy of the Earl: Accord- 


ingly in the morning the deſperate 
reſolve was put into execution, and 


carried on with the greateſt reſolu- 
tion and bravery; for notwith- 
ſtanding the enemy defended their 
paſſes with the greateſt courage 
imaginable, yet they made their 
way through them with the loſs of 
very few men ; the greateſt part of 
them took the road to Hull. 


Now, reader, here ſtop ; ſtop for 
a moment; pauſe; and ſuppoſe 
_ thyſelf to be in the like dilemma ! 


Words cannot expreſs, thoughts 


cannot imagine, nay, art itſelf is not 


able to paint out the calamities and 
woeful diſtreſſes we are now over- 
whelmed withal ! Every counte- 
nance overſpread with ſorrow; every 
houſe overwhelmed with grief; 
huſbands lamenting over their fa- 
milies; women wringing their 


hands 
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hands i in deſpair; children ſhrieking, 
crying, and clinging to their pa- 
rents; death, in all his dreadful 
forms and frightful aſpects, ſtalking 
in every ſtreet and every corner! 
In ſhort, horror! deſpair! and de- 
ſtruction united their efforts to 
ſpread devaſtation and compleat our 


ruin! 


What are all our former calami- 


ties in compariſon to theſe? Before 
there were ſome glimmering hopes 
of mercy from the enemy, but now 
they are fled; fled in every ap- 
pearance; our foes exaſperated with 
the oppoſition they had met with 
from us; but eſpecially the cruel 


death by which the Earl of New- 


port's ſon fell, by our unwary 
townſman. For, behold! imme- 
diately orders were iſſued out to the 
ſoldiers, by the Earl of Newcaſtle 
their commander, that, the next 


2 morning. 
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morning, they ſhould put to the 


ſword every man, woman, and child, 


without regard to age, ſex, or diſ- 


tinction whatſoever. Thus by gra- 


dation have our miſeries and calami- 
ties been heightened, till like an 


over- flowing torrent they bore down 
all before them, and ſwept off every 


object with their deſtructive force. 
But here I muſt beg leave to inform 
the reader of a report that prevailed 
amongſt the inhabitants (for I mean 
not to affirm it) of a circumſtance 
that was ſaid to happen the night 


before the above-mentioned ſen- 
tence was to have been put in exe- 
cution. 


The Earl of Newcaſtle being in 
bed, at Bowling-Hall, an appari- 
tion appeared to, and importuned 
him with theſe words, Pity poor 
Bradford Pity poor Bradjord ! 
- How far this was 5trus, Ihumbly ſub- 
mit 
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BRADFORD. 173 
mit- it for others to determine : 
But this muſt affirm, that the hand 
of providence never more con- 
ſpicuouſly appeared in our favour ; 
for, lo! the Earl immediately coun- 
termanded the former order, and 


forbad the death of any perſon 


whatſoever, except only ſuch as 


made reſiſtance; ſo that no lives 


were loſt, ſave about ten perſons 
who fell into the hands of ſome 


deſperadoes, who, contrary to the 
Earl's orders, ſatiated their revengy 


upon them. 


Thus from a ſtate of anguiſh and 


deſpair, we, who were but juſt now 
ready to be ſwallowed up, by the 
wonderful providence of the Al- 
mighty, were reprieved as criminals 
from the rack. See what a ſur- 
priſing change immediately takes 
place; the countenances of thoſe 


who were but juſt before overſpread 


H 3 With 
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with horror and deſpair, begin, in 
ſome meaſure, to reſume their for- 
mer gaicty and chearfulneſs; 2 
general joy and gladnels diffuſed 
itſelf thro' every breaſt; the heart 
of thoſe who were, ere now, over- 
whelmed with ſorrow, are now big 


with praiſe and thankſgiving to 


God for the wonderful and ſurpriſing 
deliverance brought about in their 
favour | 


Now it was, that the inhabitants, 
in ſome meaſure, durſt appear again 
in the ſtreets; amongſt ſuch I ven- 
tured abroad, and took a walk up 
Kirkgate, and, at my return, met 
with a particular acquaintance lead- 
ing his horſe; I aſked him what he 
was about to do, and how he durſt 
venture to appear with his horſe in 
public ; he ſaid, he had attempted 
to join the parliament's forces, but 
was prevented by the guards that 
were 
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were poſted in every place about 
the town to obſtruct any ſuch at- 
tempt; that his brother Sharp was 
gone a volunteer with them, for 


_ whoſe ſafety he was very much 
concerned; that he feared he ſhould 


never ſee ik more, and therefore 
wiſhed he could find an opportu- 
nity to follow him: He entreated 
me, if poſſible, to accompany him 
out of town. I was very much 


concerned for him, but we were 


ſurrounded on every fide by the 


_ enemy's troops, ſo that it ſeemed. 


impoſſible to eſcape their vigilance, 


and therefore could not deviſe which 
way to be ſerviceable to him; how- _ 
ever told him I would aſk my mo- 


ther's advice, and leave to accom- 


pany him, which I did, and ſhe 


granted, tho' with reluctance. Ac- 
cordingly we walked towards the 


church, intending to go thro' a 
certain lane called Deadman' s-Lane, 
|. OE _ on 
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but when we came there, were pre- 
vented by a poſt of the enemy ſet 
on purpoſe to examine every paſ- 
ſenger that came that way; we 
therefore returned and came up 
Kirkgate again; I now adviſed my 
friend to leave his horſe in the 
town, peradventure we might better 
accompliſh our deſign on foot; 
_ accordingly he did ſo, and we now 
walked up above the market-place, 
intending to go down a lane called 
_ Sill-Briggs-Lane, but there alſo we 
were prevented by the like occa- 
ſion as before; however we endea- 
voured to eſcape their notice, and 
| fo evade their purpoſe, which we 
Happily did by taking upon the 
right fide of them, and ſo got down 
to the water ſide; but on a ſudden 
we heard a party of horſe coming 
down a lane called Leg-grams; we 
{kulked under the ſide of a high 
ditch, where we lay 1 

l 
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till they were paſſed by, not daring 


to ſtir for ſome time, and night 


approaching, which was but ſhort, 


for it was in the month of June, 


16433 we lay there till day broke, 
at which time we ſet off, intending 
to go to a village called Clayton, 
we had not gone far before we met 
with two troopers, who behaved 
pretty well to us; they had left 
their horſes in the town, had been 


about buſineſs in the country and 
were returning; we thought to have 


returned with them, but meeting 
with two other perſons, who, like 
us, were ſeeking refuge, we again 
altered our purpoſe and purſued the 
road we before had intended. 


We had not gone far before we 


eſpied a trooper on horſeback in full 
ſpeed towards us; ſtruck with a- 


mazement, we all ſet a- running to- 


gether, and as we ran a ſudden 


. 5 thought 
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thought came into my mind; if we 
continue together we ſhall all be 
taken ; I therefore immediately ſe- 
parated from my companions and 
made directly towards the oppoſite 
fence, where luckily meeting with 
a thick holley, I ruſhed into the 
thickeſt part of it, and pulling the 
branches about me as well as I poſ- 
fibly could, while the trooper, in 
full ſpeed, purſuing my companions 
at length overtook them, wounded 
one, the other two ſurrendered, fo 
took them all three, and paſling by 
the place where I lay concealed 
heard him enquire for their other 
companion, but they, not perceiv- 
ing where I lay, told him my could 
not inform him. 


Having thus eſcaped being taken 
by the trooper, I lay till all day, 
not daring to ſtir for fear of being 
perceived and purſued a ſecond time: 

When 
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When night approached I ventured 


out of my lurking place, refolving 
to go to Colne in Lancaſhire, where 


I underftood my maſter was (for I 
was yet an apprentice) knowing he 


went off with the party that went 
thitherward, after their defeat at the 
battle of Adwalton ; I travelled all 


night, and coming thither, preſently 


found my maſter, who received me 
very kindly ; he enquired how mat- 
ters had gone at Bradford ſince he 
left it; I informed him of every 
circumſtance that occurred to my 
mind, eſpecially of my late eſcape 


out af the hands of the trooper ; 
he aſked me if I was willing to re- 


turn to Bradford again and enquire 
what was become of my dame (his 
wife) and let him know further 
hereafter; I conſented ſo to do, 
and accordingly in the morning ſet 
out on my return thither, but when 
I came near the town, fear and 
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amazement ſeized my ſpirits; for 
ſome time I durſt not approach it, 
not knowing whether the enemy 
had abandoned it or not; and the 
late danger I had ſo narrowly eſ- 
caped reſted upon my mind; how- 
ever, darkneſs coming on, I ap- 

proached a little nearer, and ſo 
entered in at the upper part of the 
town, but durſt not proceed far 
therein; for I had not as yet met 
with any perſon to give me the leaſt 
information how matters ſtood with 
them; fo ſtepped into the firſt place 
AF poſſibly could meet withal, which 
was an empty cellar, where I lay 
all night, nor durſt I ſtir for fear 
of being diſcovered, but ſlept little. 


As ſoon as 1s was light, I crept 
out of my ſubterraneous lodging; 
but, oh ! what a ſcence of devaſta- 
tion and diſtreſs preſented itſelf to 
my view! the king's forces had en- 

tered 
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tered the town, ranſacked and pil- 


laged it of every thing they met with 
that was valuable, emptied their 
cheſts and ſacks of the meal that 
was in them; and what they could 
not carry with them, they threw 
into the ſtreets; emptied their beds 
of the feathers and chaff, threw 
them into the ſtreets alſo; ſo that 
they were covered with meal, fea- 


thers, chaff, and other houſhold 
ſtuff; drove away all their live cat- 
_ tle to their camp, which was at 


Bowling-Hall, and ſold them by 
public ſale. I then began to en- 


quire for my dame, and at length 


found her, delivered my meſſage 
from my maſter, together with 
ſome gold he had ſent her; ſhe in- 


formed me the ſoldiers, amongſt 
others, had drove away her cow 


alſo, together with many other em- 
barraſſments, which had obliged her 
to take ſuch methods for her ſafety 
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as were diſagreeable to her; that 
her condition was ſuch ſhe did not 
know what courſe to take, and 
therefore defired I would again con- 
ſult my maſter concerning her; 
which I immediately did; at the 
news of which he was ſadly per- 
plexed : He ſent me back again 
with inſtructions to my dame, and 
withal adviſing us to go to the 
camp and buy our own cow, or 
another, get our graſs mown, and 
ſtay together, if poſſible, till the 
enemy left the country, and then 
he would return home to us. I re- 
turned, and purſuant to his orders 
went to the camp and bought a 
cow, and brought her home ; but 
before the next day at night the 
ſoldiers came, took, and drove her 
back to their camp again, to our 
great mortification and diſtreſs. 

Thus we repeated the like action 
again and again, and were as often 
ſerved 


* 
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ſerved in the ſame manner as above, 


till we were ſufficiently convinced, 


by woeful experience, that all pro- 
ceedings of this nature would prove 
| fruitleſs, and ineffectual, ſo long 
as the king's forces continued in 
the neighbournood. 


Suck are the effects of inteſtine 


broils, and civil commotions : A- 


narchy and confuſion ſpread their 
baneful influence, and noxious va- 


pours through the kingdom in ge- 


neral, and here in particular ; when 
our lives and properties lie expoſed, 
not only to our avowed enemies, 
but even to our perfidious friends, 
and inhuman neighbours ; for this 
was verified day by day, ſome by 


force, others by fraud; and thus 


our lives and fortunes lay expoſed 


to the deſtroyer for ſome weeks; 


till at length the enemy's troops 
were called out of the neighbour- 


hood , 
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hood, to the great joy and ſatisfac- 


tion of every honeſt mind. 


Now affairs begun to take a dif- 
ferent turn, and look with another 
aſpect; every thing ſeemed to turn 
into its proper channel; trade and 
occupation begun again to re- 
vive; and the countenances of the 


inhabitants of the town and villages 
adjacent, again reſume, in ſome 
good meaſure, their wonted viva- 


City. 


And thus have I given you a true 


and a full account of all that fell 


under my eye, or came within m 


knowledge in this diſtreſſing and 


unhappy affair ; finally let the with 


of every real lover of his coun- 
try center, with the Poet, in the fol- 


lowing lines: 


ce No more may Britons againſt Britons riſe, 
„Nor her brave warriors meet with hateful eyes: 
& Nor fields with glittering ſteel be cover'd o'er, 
„The warlike trumpet kindle rage no more; 
c Then uſeleſs daggers into ſcythes ſhall bend, 
* into plow-ſhares end.” 
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An Account of the LIFE of 
OLIVER CROMWELLDL. 


S Fairfax's Memoirs, or Hiſ- 
q tory of the Civil Wars, 1s 
moſtly ſilent concerning Cromwell, 
or his conduct, &c. and as many 
know little more of him than his 
name, for their advantage and en- 
tertainment, we here inſert a brief, 
but genuine deſcription of the 
life, &c. of that great warrior, the 
wonder of that age; courted by 
kings, loved by many, hated by 
more, but feared by all. 
Oliver Cromwell was the ſon of 
Mr. Robert Cromwell, who was 
the ſecond ſon of Sir Henry Crom- 
well, of Hinchingbroke, in the 
county of Huntingdon, by Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Sir Richard Ste- 


wart, 
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wart, of the Iſle of Ely, Knight. 


He was born in the pariſh of St. o 


John, in theantient borough of Hun- 

tingdon, on April 24 or 25, 1589, 
in the 41ſt year of Queen Eliza- 
beth. He was chriſtened in the 
pariſh church on the 29th of the 
ſame month, when his uncle Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, a very worthy 
gentleman, gave him his name. 


He was ſent to ſchool under the 
care of Dr. Thomas Beard, Maſter 


of the free-ſchool at Huntingdon. 
He was from thence removed to 


Sidney College, Cambridge, where 
he was admitted, April 23, 1616, 


under the tuition of Mr. Henry 
Howlett, who, by a ſtri& atten- 
tion to his pupil's diſpoſition, quick- 
ly diſcovered that he was leſs ad- 
dicted to ſpeculation than to action. 
His father dying, he returned home, 
where his conduct was far enough 
from being regular, inſomuch that 

| — 
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it gave his mother, who was a na- 
table and prudent woman, much 
uneaſineſs. She was adviſed, by 
ſome near relations, to ſend him up 
to London, and to place him in 
Lincoln's-Inn, which ſhe accord- 
ingly did, but without any extra- 
ordinary effects, ſince it ſerved only 
to bring him acquainted with the 
vices of the town, by way of ad- 
dition to thoſe to which he me 
been addicted in the countr 
does not at all appear that hy ap- 
plied himſelf to the ſtudy of * | 
law, which was what his friends 
aimed at; on the contrary, he con- 
tinued to purſue his pleaſures, aud 
to give himſelf up to wine, women 
and play; in which laſt, though 
ſometimes fortunate, yet, taking 
all his expences together, they fo 
much exceeded his income, that he 
quickly diſſipated all his father left 
him. But after a few years ſpent 
in 
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in this manner, he ſaw plainly the 
conſequence of his follies, renounc- 


ed them ſuddenly, and began to 


lead a very grave and ſober life, and 


entered into a cloſe friendſhip with 
ſeveral eminent divines, who loox- 
ed upon his reformation as very ex- 


traordinary, and ſpoke of him as a 
man of ſenſe and great abilities. 
As he was related to Mr. Hamp- 


den, of Buckinghamſhire, to the 


Barringtons, of "Eflex, and other 


conſiderable families, they intereſt- 
ed themſelves in his favour, and 
were very deſirous of ſeeing him 
ſettled in the world, in order to 


which a marriage was propoſed, 


which ſoon after took effect. The 


lady he married was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir James Bouchier, 
Knight, a woman of ſpirit and parts, 
and being deſcended from an an- 
cient family, did not want a con- 


ſiderable portion of pride. Mr. 


Crom- 
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Cromwell ſoon after returned to his 
own country, and ſettled at Hun- 
tingdon till the death of his uncle 
Sir Thomas Stewart, who left him 
an eſtate of between 4 and 500 l. a 
year, induced him to return into 
the Iſle of Ely. It was about 
this time he began to converſe moſt- 
ly with them who were ſtiled pu- 
ritans, and, by degrees, affected their 
notions with great warmth and 
violence. 

He was elected a member of the 
third parliament in the reign of 
Charles the firſt, which met Janu- 
ary 20, in 1628, and was of the 
committee for religion, where he 
_ diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal 
_ againſt popery, and by complain- 
ing againſt Dr. Neile, then biſhop 
of Wincheſter, licenſing books, 
which had a very dangerous ten- 
dency. 

After the diſſolution of that Par- 
liament 
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liament he returned again into the 
country, where he continued to 
expreſs much fconcern for religion, 
do frequent filent miniſters, and to 

invite them often to lectures and 
ſermons at his houſe, by which he 
again brought his affairs into a very 
indifferent ſituation, ſo that he judg- 
ed it neceſſary to try what induſtry. 
might do towards reparing thoſe 
breaches ; which led him to take a 
farm at St. Ives, and this he kept 
about five years; though, indeed, 
inſtead of repairing, it helped to 
run out the reſt of his fortune. He 
had prayers in the morning and af- 
ternoon, and he gave public notice, 
that he was ready to make reſtitu- 
tion to any from whom he had won 
money at play ; and he actually did 
return zol. to Mr. Calton, from 
whom he won it ſeveral years be- 
fore. 
When the Earl of Bedford, and 


ſome 
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ſome other perſons of high diſtinc- 
tion, who had gates in Lincoln- 
ſhire, were deſirous uf having the 
| fens drained, Crom ell violently 
oppoſed it, which gave occaſion to 
Mr. Hampden to recommend him 
to his friends in parliament, as a 
perſon capable of conducting great 


things. He had the addreſs to = 


himſelf choſen for Cambridge, a 
place wherein he was not known, 
and was very zealous in promoting 
the remonſtrance which was carri- 


ed on Nov. 14, 1641, which laid 


the foundation of the civil war. 


He told Lord Falkland, that if the 


remonſtrance had not been carried, 
he was reſolved to have converted 
the ſmall remains of his eſtate into 
ready money the next day, and to 
have quitted the kingdom, and this 


he affirmed was the ſentiment alſo 


of ſome of the moſt confiderable 
men of that party. 


In 
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In. 1642 Mr. Cromwell raiſed a 
_ troop of horſe, which he command- 
ed, by virtue of a commiſſion from 
the Earl of Eſſex, and acted very 
vigorouſly, ſo that he was promoted 
to the rank of a colonel, and had 
1000 horſe under his command, 
and was ſometime afterwards lieu- 
tenant-general of the horſe. 

In the battle of Marſton-moor, 
July 3, 1644, it was univerſally 
allowed, that his cavalry had the 
oreateſt ſhare in gaining that battle. 
In the winter, when the parliament 
ſat, Cromwell and his friends car- 
ried, what was then called, the 
ſelf-denying ordinance, that ex- 
cluded the members of either houſe 
from having any command in the 
army; howveer Cromwell was at 
firſt occaſionally, and at laſt abſo- 
lately exempted upon the introduc- 
tion of the new model, as it was 
called. The chief command of the 
1 army 
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army was given to Sir Thomas 


Fairfax; and from lieutenant- 


general of the horſe, Cromwell 
became lieutenant-general of the 
army, of which, while another had 


the title, he ſeems to haue had the 


| direction. 


In 164 < the: Earl of Eflax died 


ſuddenly; and Cromwell turned 
his thoughts entirely to make the 
army the ſupreme, which he ac- 
cordingly effected, and turned out 


thoſe members of the houſe who 
would not act by his direction. As 
to the circumſtance of beheading 
the king, and the public tranſac- 


tions of thoſe times, they are ſo well 


known, that I ſhall paſs them 
ſlightly over. Cromwell had the 
command of the forces in Ireland, 
and the title of lord- lieutenant 


was beſtowed upon him; and, by 


the month of June 1650, all Ire- 
land was in a manner ſubdued, and 
that 
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that in ſo ſhort a ſpace as nine 
months. He left Ireton his deputy 
there, and came over to England. 
On June 26, 1650, he was 
appointed general and commander 
in chief of all the forces of the 


commonwealth, and ſet out upon 
his march againſt the Scots, who 


had received Charles the ſecond. 
On September 3, 1651, he totally 
defeated the king's forces at Wor- 
ceſter ; he then came up to London, 


and was congratulated by the houſe. 
of commons, the council of ſtate, 
the lord mayor, &c. 

On the 19th of April, 1653, he 


called a council of officers to debate 
about the government ; while they 
were fitting, Colonel Ingleby came 
and informed them, that the parli- 
ament had framed a bill to continue 
themſelves till November 5, in the 
next year, propoſing to fill up the 


houſe by new elections; whereupon _ 
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the General marched directly to 

Weſtminſter with about 300 men, 
vlaced his ſoldiers about the houſe, 
entered firſt himſelf, and after ſtay- 
ing for ſometime talking to them, 
he ordered the ſoldiers to ſee the 
houſe cleared of all the members, 
and having cauſed the doors to be 
locked up, went away to White- 
—_. 

On December 16, the ſame year, 
Cromwell was inveſted in the court 
of Chancery in Weſtminſter-Hall, 
with great ſolemnity, with the ti- 
tle of Protector of the Common- 
wealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, being then in the 54th 
year of his age. He applied him- 
{elf immediately to the ſettling of 
public affairs both foreign and do- 
meſtic ; and concluded a peace with 
the States of Holland, in which 
Denmark was included : He alſo 
made peace with Sweden ; and both 


France 
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France and Spain contended fo 


earneſtly for his friendſhip, that 


they made themſelves ridiculous. 


As to domeſtic affairs, he filled 
the courts at Weſtminſter with a- 


ble judges ; profeſſed an unalterable 


reſolution of maintaining liberty of 
conſcience, and diſmiſſed from their 
command ſuch officers as he could 
not confide in. He gave the com- 
mand of all the forces in Scotland 
to General Monk, and ſent his own 


ſon, Henry, to govern Ireland. He, 


by an ordinance, dated April 12, 
1654, united England and Scotland, 
fixing the number of repreſentatives. 
for the latter at-thirty ; and foon 
after he did the ſame for Ireland. He 
ſhewed a great regard for juſtice, in 
cauſing the brother of the Ambaſ- 
ſador from Portugal to be executed 


for murder. He called a parlia- 


ment to meet on September 3, 
which was immediately opened on 
13 that 
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that day, to which the Protector 
went in great ſtate; he received 
this houſe of commons in the paint- | 
ws chamber, where he made them 
a very long ſpeech. When they 
came to their houſe, after electin 
Mr. William Lenthal their ſpeaker, 
| they fell to debating whether the 
ſupreme legiſlative power of the 
kingdom ſhould be in a ſingle per- 
ſon or a parliament ; - this ſo alarm- 
ed the Protector, that, on the 12th 
of the ſame month, he cauſed a 
guard to be ſet at the painted cham- 
ber, where he gave them a ſharp 
reproof, and none were permitted 
to go into the houſe afterward, be- 
fore they had taken an oath to be 
faithful to the Protector, and his 
government. While the parlia- 
ment was ſitting, the Protector, 
| whom the Duke of Holſtein had 
| preſented with a ſet of Frieſland 
horſes, would needs drive Secre- 
tary 
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tary Thurloe in his coach, drawn 
by theſe horſes, round Hyde-park, 
but the horſes, proving ungoverna- 
ble, threw his Highneſs out of the 
box, and, in his fall, one of his 
pocket- piſtols went off, but he 


received no hurt at all. The Pro- 


tector finding this parliament would 
give him no money, and that they 
were about to take away his power, 
diſſolved them. He reſtored to the 
city their militia. 


T his year, 1655, there were ſome 


conſpiracies, for which ſeveral per- 


ſons ſuffered death ; and the Pro- 
tector from henceforth made no 
difficulty of ſupporting his autho- 


rity, in any manner, and by any 
means. In the ſpring of this year, 


he ſent a powerful fleet, under the 


command of Admiral Penn, and a 


great body of land-forces, com- 


manded by General Venables, in 
hopes to make himſelf maſter of 


great 
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great part of the Spaniſh Weſt In- 
dies, and though they failed in the 
main deſign, yet they made them- 
ſelves maiters of Jamaica, and Ad- 
miral Blake did great things in the 
Mediterranean, ſo that the Protec- 
tor's reputation was very high a- 
broad. Writs were iſſued out for 
the parliament to meet Sept. 17, 
1656, at which time they met ac- 
cordingly, but there was a guard 
poſted at the door of the houſe, who 
ſuffered none to enter till they had 
ſwallowed the oaths that were pre- 
pared for them, by which about 
two hundred were excluded. The 
parliament paſſed an act for diſan- 
nulling the king's title, another for 
the ſecurity of his Highneſs's perſon, 
and ſeveral money bills. In the 
| ſpring of the year 1667, a kind of 

legiſlative government was brought _ 

upon the carpet, and it was agreed 
to offer Cromwell the title of king; 
but finding it diſagreeable to his 
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beſt friends, he told them, he could 


not, with a good conſcience, accept 


the title of king; but his Highneſs 
reſolved upon a new inauguration, 
which was accordingly, with great 
ſolemnity, performed, June 26, 
1657, in Weſtminſter-hall, with 
all the ſplendor of a coronation. 
On January 20, 1658, the commons 
met, as the other houſe alſo did, 
purſuant to the writs of ſummons 


ined by the Lord Protector, and all 


ſhew of force was withdrawn, but 
the two houſes being at variance, 
the Prote&or diflolved them, Fe- 
bruary 4; with great bitterneſs of 


| ſpeech and ſorrow of heart. This 


year Dunkirk, which was taken 


_ chiefly by the valour of the Eng- 


liſh, was delivered into the hands 
of Lockhart, his ambaſſador. 
_ His favourite daughter, Mrs. 


Cleypole, was about this time taken 


ill, ſuffering excruciating pains, it 
not a little diſtempered her mind, 
| | and 
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| and ſhe ſo wounded him by her ex- 
clamations againſt his cruelties, that 
he was no leſs affected thereby than 
from her death, which happened 
Auguſt 6. He was from that time 
wholly altered, grew daily more 
reſerved and ſuſpicious, not indeed 
without reaſon, for he found a ge- 
neral diſcontent prevail through the 

nation. At Hampton- court he fell 
into a kind of ſlow fever, which ſoon 

degenerated into a tertian ague. One 
day after dinner his five phyſicians 
coming to wait upon him, one of 
them having felt his pulſe, ſaid that it 
intermitted, at which being ſome- 
what ſurpriſed, he turned pale, fell 
into a cold ſweat, and when he 
was almoſt fainting, ordered him- 
ſelf to be carried to bed, where, by 
the aſſiſtance of cordials, being 
brought a little to himſelf, he made 
his will, with reſpect to his private 
affairs. Being removed to London, 
he became much worſe, grew w_ 
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lethargic, then delirious, from which 
he recovered a little, but was not 
capable of giving any diſtinct direc- 
tions about public affairs. He died 
September 3, 1058, in the both 
year of his age. A very pompous 
funeral was ordered at the public 
expence, and performed from So- 
merſet-houſe with a ſplendor ſupe- 
rior to any that has been beſtowed 
on crowned heads. 
The Protector had ſeveral chil- 


dren, of whom fix ſurvived to be 


men and women, viz. two ſons and 
four daughters. . Firſt, .Richard 
Cromwell, born Oct. 1626, and 
died July 13, 1712, at Cheſhunt, 
in Hertfordſhire. Second, Henry 
Cromwell, born Jan. 20, 1627, 
died March 25, 1674. Third, Brid- 
get, who firſt married Commiſſary- 
general Ireton, and after his de- 
ceaſe Lieutenant-general Fleetwood. 
Fourth, Elizabeth, born 1630, ſhe 
married — 8 Eſq; a 


North= 
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Northamptonſhire gentleman, who 
the Protector made maſter of the 


horſe, created him a baronet July 


16, 1657, and appointed him one of 


his lords. Fifth, Mary, who was 


married to Lord Viſcount Faucom- 
berg Nov. 18, 1657, who was raiſed 


to the dignity of an earl by King 


William, and died on the laſt day 


of the year 1700. Sixth, Frances, 
his youngeſt daughter, was twice 


married, firſt to Mr. Robert Rich, 
grandſon to the Earl of Warwick, 
Nov. 11, 1657, who died the 16th 
of Feb. following; ſhe afterwards 


married Sir John Ruſſel, of Chip- 


nham, in Cambridgeſhire, by him 


ſhe had ſeveral children and lived to | 


a great age. 
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